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Message from Rev Paul DuVal 

  

It’s February, and on Ash Wednesday February 22, the season of Lent will begin. 

In our part of the world Lent corresponds to the coming of spring.  The days are lengthening 

and getting warmer.  Traditionally Lent is a time for special study and prayer as we follow the 

journey of Jesus through the last days of his life.  That will continue to happen in small and less 

formal ways at Immanuel. 

Yet for us this year the season will be filled with the activities of transition, the work of the 

Looking Ahead Group, and the search for a minister who will partner with us through the next 

phase of our life.   

The formal observance of Lent for most of us will be in some of the cooperative activities we 

will share with our TBJIGGN church neighbours, and in our weekly times of worship, focussing 

on the music, the Jesus story, and the reflections of the season. 

To that end, let me offer you a lens which you might use to think about the moments of Jesus 

life we will encounter in the next weeks. 

Jesus came proclaiming a new way of understanding God’s way with the world.  He supported 

the vulnerable and the marginalized even when it meant challenging some of the norms of his 

day.  In his teaching, stories, and actions, he dealt with three adversaries. First, he presented 

an alternative view of sovereignty that confronted the powers of the Roman Empire that 

oppressed and impoverished the people.  Second, he is portrayed as challenging the interests 

of the religious leaders who defended rules and procedures that did not always honour 
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fundamental precepts of forgiveness and acceptance.  Third, he was continually teaching and 

sometimes reprimanding a band of disciples who never quite seemed to understand the full 

implications of what he taught.  These three venues of confrontation intensified through the 

gospels, and led to Jesus being arrested by the powers of the state, sacrificed by the priests 

and leaders of his own faith, and betrayed and abandoned by his closest friends and followers. 

In each interaction, we are given the opportunity to take sides and choose.  Where are our 

sympathies?  Where do we fall short?  How will we change? 

In all we do in this season, may we learn and grow and be encouraged in this Lenten time. 

Greetings! In this cold weather and on the trailing edge of Covid, I pray for your well-being in 

health, spirit, and joy in life.  

In this message, I would like to ponder with you the theme of Lent this year, and invite you to 

a reflective journey together on the “Desert of Divisions” through Lent.  

  

 

Worship Cluster 
Paul DuVal, Leslie Donnelly, Lynne Strome 

 
Immanuel worship rolls on into 2023 with Rev Paul DuVal leading worship every second 

week and visiting speakers in between.  As we head into Lent toward Easter the variety 

continues. TBJIGGN possibilities abound as you will see in this newsletter, the 

announcements and the bulletin board. The Worship Cluster is grateful for Sharon 

Vandenberg's thoughtful talent at keeping all the news flowing among the many other gifts 

she shares with Immanuel. 

Lessons From the Wilderness is the Lenten theme this year.   The choir is already 

preparing a fine selection of music to support worship at Immanuel.  Paul will preside  at 

Palm Sunday.  Then for Good Friday, Grey Street will join us and their own Diane McKenty 

will offer a reflection while Paul leads the rest of the service.  For Easter our friend Tricia 

Gerhard will serve as minister. 

Leslie and I are perpetually grateful to Ian Donnelly and his volunteers who sustain the 

technical parts of worship including Zoom access for our people at home.  It is our goal to 

offer a weekly spiritually rich experience to help sustain you through the challenges of daily 

life.  Peace be with you. 



  

 

Mission & Service 

Your continued support through Mission & Service makes a difference - Thank You! 
 
By giving to Mission & Service, the people of the United Church join together to accomplish 
three goals: to transform and save lives, to inspire meaning and purpose, and to build a 
better world.  
 
Your gifts to Mission & Service help people in need in Canada and around the world. Your 
gifts help people in need by supporting homeless shelters, food banks, soup kitchens, and 
refugee programs. Your support means that people who are sick or at the end of life are 
cared for by providing addiction, mental health, and counselling services and hospice care.  
 
Your continued support for Emergency Responses is also greatly needed and appreciated! 
 
When emergencies strike, people need help right away. With alarming frequency and 
increasing duration, people around the world are facing a variety of disasters. The united 
church of Canada is part of a worldwide network that can make a difference in the lives of 
those most at risk. Your gifts will help partners restore livelihoods, offer comfort, food, 
essentials, safe drinking water, and shelter.  
 
Thank You! 
Remember making a commitment to both Immanuel and Mission & Service is part of our 
Stewardship journey.  

Respectfully, Judy Gierys Mission & Service Enthusiast at Immanuel 

 

 
A Room with a View 

I enjoyed the Staff Appreciation on Feb 5th, I felt the warmth and caring from you all. 

Always feel free to contact me in the office either by phone or email.   
Looking forward to the Spring!     

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Immanuel Food Bank Update 

      

 
- On December 13, 2022  students came from École Neil Campbell School under the guidance 
of their teacher Sheila Verhaegh and the educational assistant Rio Barrz.  Before the Manitoba 
Harvest truck came I explained how we are set up.  Once the truck arrived the students saw 
how the volunteers in the kitchen bagged the produce.  Then the students were able to help 
distribute the rest of the items from Manitoba Harvest to the clients’ tables.  They were quick 
and interested.  Our volunteers enjoyed working with them. Also, the class brought 60 
handmade Christmas cards for our Food Bank clients. 
  Prior to their visit the class held a Christmas program for their parents, at which the parents 
brought food items for our food bank.  A silver collection was taken ($443.25) and was 
forwarded to Manitoba Harvest. 
 
- On January 6, 2023 a big box of food was received from John De Graff cub 
group.  Community support is much appreciated. 
 
- As of February 2023 Manitoba Harvest’s system has changed everything.  The Warehouse 
Staff has been cut by half.  We now receive our supplies in bulk form and must sort for 
distribution to our clients.  We have set up a system that is working out so far. 
 
- Thank you to the congregation and volunteers for their support.     
Joyce Smyth 
  
 

Ministry and Personnel Committee 

The Ministry and Personnel Committee was pleased to welcome Immanuel folks to a 

celebration of our staff with coffee, cake and conversation after worship on Sunday, February 

5th. It was a good opportunity for congregational members to meet and chat with the staff. 

In less exciting news, M and P continues to meet the first Wednesday of every month. In 

March and April, we will once again be asking some congregants to participate in the annual 

review process. Staff and members of the congregation may share concerns with M and P. 

Praise is also welcome.  

M and P committee members are Jennifer Antymis, Sharon Doerksen, Anne Duncan, Bob Tate 

and Dianne Tucker. 



 

 

Sharing Christmas Sunday Report  2022 
              

 Your generous gifts were gratefully received and distributed as follows: 
 
Harvest Manitoba - 3 boxes of food      $350 
LITE inner city employment                   $300 
1 Just City         $300 
Interfaith Immigration       $300 
Agape Table         $300 
 
Christmas Store at St Matthews Maryland - 8 bags of gifts, lots of wrapping supplies, 1 bag of 
treats 
 

Thank you letters have shown once again  
how very much your kindness shares and spreads the Spirit. 

 
Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Finance Team Report 

Thank you to everyone who picked up their 2022 tax receipts or delivered receipts to family 

and friends.  The balance of the receipts were mailed on February 12th.  If you do not receive 

your receipt by the end of February, please contact either Pat Schulz or Connie Kryschuk to 

make arrangements for a duplicate to be issued. 

Yours in Faithful Stewardship 

Your Finance Team:  Pat Schulz and Connie Kryschuk 

 

***************************************************************************** 

 

TBJIGGN  Lent Through to Easter 

 

With our TBJIGGN neighbours we have compiled a community church calendar for the next 

several weeks.  You are invited to attend the events of your choice. 

 

Shrove Tuesday – February 21 

Gordon King Memorial aka The Big Red Church  5 pm 

Enjoy a family and friends feast of pancakes and sausages 

Free will offering gratefully accepted. 

 

Ash Wednesday  - February 22 

Transcona Memorial  aka TMUC  7 pm 

Jazz quartet vespers 

Refreshments will be served 

 

Maundy Thursday – April 6 

Birds Hill United Church   7 pm 

 

Good Friday   April 7  11 am 

Immanuel with Grey St collaboration 

 

Easter  April 9 –  

Usual church services 

 

 

 


