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Advent and Christmas Worship at Immanuel 2022 

 

 

 On the Road to Find Out… 

Saturday November 26 – Pre Advent event TBJIGGN  3-5 at 
Immanuel 

Sunday November 27 – Advent 1 “Hope” Paul DuVal  11am 
(Sharing Christmas) 

Sunday December 4 – Advent 2 “Peace”  Tricia Gerhard  11am 

Sunday December 11 – Advent 3 “Joy”  Paul DuVal  (communion)  11am 

Sunday December 18 – Advent 4 “Love” Tricia Gerhard  (Labyrinth)  11am 

Saturday December 24 – 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Sunday December 25 – Christmas Day  NO SERVICE 

Sunday January 1  Carols and Cookies 11am 

Sunday January 8 – 1st after Epiphany/Baptism of Jesus 11 am Paul DuVal 

 

 



theme: On the Road to Find Out 

Being the newcomer in your midst, I have been overwhelmed by meeting new 

people, having new experiences, and learning new traditions.  Yet those same 

things have been delights, exciting opportunities to learn some new things, and 

unexpectedly, to reconnect with people and places from my past. 

One of the learnings is TBJIGGN, a curious acronym for a bold initiative bringing 

United Church congregations into a conversation about our futures.  Who we are 

independently, and who we might become in concert.  

I have been particularly caught by the advent theme, “On the Road to Find Out.”  

Roads have become important symbols for us as human beings.  Think of the 

apostle Paul and “The Road to Damascus”; or Robert Frost’s “The Road not Taken”, 

or the ubiquitous cry of youthful exuberance, “Road Trip!!!”.  Of course, at this 

time of year, we remember the life changing impact of “The Road to Bethlehem”. 

I will be thinking and sharing thoughts about Roads through this season, perhaps 

there is a study for some of us in the new year. 

I will also be thinking of the other part of the theme “To Find Out”. 

All of us want to know what our church will look like in the post Covid world.  But 

there are more questions than that.  What does the threat of nuclear war, or the 

reality of climate change do to the world that our children and grandchildren will 

live in?  Perhaps you remember the seemingly simple question that Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer posed from a prison cell in Nazi Germany. “Who is Jesus Christ, for us, 

today?” 

You will have your own questions during this time in the world: 

“What do I yearn for during this time of change?” 

“What will we need to let go, in order to make room for the future?” 

“What is coming that we can’t control, and where are the places we can make a 

difference?” 



Each of us may have a slightly different path, and the challenges of our journey 

may be slightly different, yet we are on this Advent Road together, and we can 

share the gifts and the grace. 

I look forward to sharing this advent adventure with you. 

Rev. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Room with a View 

It’s been a busy start since September and it’s nice to see people using the building again, I 

have certainly missed that since the pandemic began.  Welcome to Paul DuVal! 

Please feel free to call the church office or email me if you need anything. 

I am in the office Tuesday to Thursday mornings. 

Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas! 

 

 
 

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 



Pre Advent Gathering 
Saturday, November 26 

So much changes, so much stays the same.  Immanuel worship team is determined to start the 

Advent season this year in a more traditional yet health conscious way.  Everyone has proof of 

being double vaccinated and mask wearing is almost normal.  Therefore the worship cluster is 

planning a slightly new kind of Pre Advent gathering. 

Yes, the elaborate spread of tasty appetizers and succulent pot luck specialties cannot be a 

part of our gathering due to safety restrictions.  And yes, we will have to restrict attendance to  

members only and ask them to register by November 21st.  Still, we feel, using all due 

precautions, there can be the time honoured occasion to gather, have some crafty fun, sing 

some favourite carols and worship to prepare our spirits for Christmas. The time is 3-4:30pm. 

Worship Cluster 

Rev Paul DuVal, Leslie Donnelly, Lynne Strome 

Variety is the spice of life and this year Immanuel worship is pretty spicy!  We are enjoying a 

variety of diverse and skilled leadership including our own part time minister Paul DuVal who is 

working with us alternate weeks.  Welcome Paul!  Special thanks to Ann Naylor, Nancy Sanders 

and the Wednesday study group for their service on November 6. 

Also, after many weeks of in house worship only, Ian Donnelly has found the way to add, once 

again, a zoom alternative. 

A team of greeters have stepped forward to welcome folks each week and now volunteers are 

finding a will and a way to revive coffee time following worship.  Want to join that crew??? 

Another action centre going on is the Advent planning team.  Part A: involves a TBJIGGN 

organized pre Advent gathering, Saturday November 26 from 3 to 5 pm. 

There will be refreshments, crafts and worship, led by Carol Fletcher and Jeff Cook of Transcona 

Memorial United Church, to set the tone for each of the North East United Churches to launch 

into Advent. Please sign up in the AMEN corner to attend. 

Part B: includes the artistry of Jennifer Antymis, Judy Gierys, Luba Olesky, Eileen Metcalfe, Peter 

Fyne and the choir.  Pat Schulz brings her talent to the candle lighting each week while Sharon 

Doerksen, Marian Matthews, Ann Naylor and Nancy Sanders will write the prayers of the people.  

And, there will be an opportunity to walk the labyrinth as part of our journey to Bethlehem. 

NB: Christmas Eve will be celebrated Saturday, December 24 at 4 pm. 

 



 

From the Discernment of Gifts Guiding Elders 
The Discernment of Gifts Cluster is calling YOU… 

Do you think you could help us fill some needs that have arisen in our congregation? 
OR, can you think of someone you have noticed who might be just the person to do so? 
SO, what needs have become apparent within our congregation?  Here are some of the most 
urgent ones: 

·        Immanuel Council of Elders    5-7 elders are required (4 are presently serving) 
·        Living our Faith in the World Cluster    1-2 Guiding Elders 
·        Faith Formation and Life-Long Learning     1-2 Guiding Elders 
·        Worship Cluster  
    1 person to work the AV for church services, funerals, and other events 
    1 person to work sound system for church services, funerals and other events 

(At the present time, Ian Donnelly is doing both AV and sound and trying to simplify the 

system so that it can be done by one person quite easily.) 

Take some time to consider this “ask” prayerfully and let us know. You can write your name on 
a paper at church and drop it in the basket near the hymnbooks cupboard, or contact us with 
names or questions. 
 

Marg: 431-337-5479 or <margshoney@gmail.com> 

Cindy: 204-430-6077 or <Smyth.cindy63@gmail.com> 

 

 

 

 

Mission and Service 

This Christmas season please consider a gift through Mission & 
Service.  
 

When we live out the Advent values of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 
with a gift through Mission & Service, we shine Christ’s light!  
 

Thank you to those of you who so generously give throughout the 
year or to one or more of the many Emergency Response Appeals!  
 

Your generous gifts will help transform and save lives, inspire 
meaning and purpose, and build a better world.  
 

Making a commitment to both Immanuel and Mission & Service is part of our Stewardship 
journey.      Respectfully, Judy Gierys, Mission & Service Enthusiast  
 

callto:431-337-5479
mailto:margshoney@gmail.com
callto:204-430-6077
mailto:Smyth.cindy63@gmail.com


 

 

Dear Immanuel United Church,  

I deeply appreciate your gift to the Na-mi-quai-ni-mak Community Support Fund and Imagine a 

Canada, offered by the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR) at the University of 

Manitoba. 

Your collective generosity will promote artistic expressions of reconciliation by our nation’s youth.  

It will also support Indigenous-centred activities that recognize the painful legacy of Canada’s 

residential schools.  Both initiatives will help forge a better future for Indigenous peoples and all 

Canadians. 

Thank you for again for your meaningful contribution.  I am grateful to be part of such a supportive 

community. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Benarroch, Ph.D. 

President and Vice-Chancellor 

University of Manitoba 

Ministry and Personnel Committee 

After many zoom meetings, the Ministry and Personnel Committee has been happy to begin the 
fall with in-person monthly meetings. M and P acts as a liaison between the staff and 
congregation and works to build positive and trusting relationships. The staff includes our newly-
hired half-time interim minister, Paul DuVal; office administrator, Sharon Vandenberg; 
accompanist, Peter Fyne; music director, Eileen Metcalfe; and caretaker, Glen McIvor. 

Congregational members who have concerns regarding staff should contact a member of  
M and P. Concerns are heard and every effort is made to find a resolution.  

Praise is also welcome.  
 

Members of M and P are Jennifer Antymis, Sharon Doerksen,  
Anne Duncan, Bob Tate and Dianne Tucker. 

 



 

SANDWICHES for ST. MATHEWS-MARYLAND 
 
Last year, people contributed sandwiches to be served at St. Mathews-Maryland Community 
Ministry. The staff and participants were very grateful for the monthly donations. 
Although there have been some changes, we 
again have the opportunity to donate 
sandwiches. 
 
The ministry has hired a nutritionist and they 
serve a hot meal daily from Monday to Friday. 
About 120 people come for food on the 
weekend. They serve them sandwiches, so 
would appreciate donations. 
 
We’ve agreed to bring 10 dozen on the first 
Friday of every month. Sandwiches can be 
dropped off at the Kenyon’s, 98 Kirkwall or to 
Ruth Campbell’s, 323 Wellington Crescent to be 
delivered to St. Mathews-Maryland. 
Grey Street United Church will be working with us. 
If you are able to make sandwiches on any one of the Fridays, please notify  
Ruth at 204- 667-5722 or Muriel at 204-663-2504. 
 
So, our first “ SANDWICH FRIDAY” is DEC. 2nd. If you are able to contribute, call Muriel or 
Ruth prior to drop off day or with any questions. 
Thank you ~ Ruth Campbell and Muriel Kenyon 

 

 

Immanuel Food Bank 
 

On Oct 31 some of the volunteers dressed up for the first time in our 20 years of 
operation. We didn't receive any bread.  Not one loaf from harvest.  Fresh produce is scarce. 
We need dry cat food, canned vegetables and especially canned fruit.  We set up our free help 
yourself table.  Books, magazines, toys, hand crafted items, assorted cards, some food items 
that are near expiry date from our shelves.  Personal health items etc. Anything a person can 
use is needed.  A big thank-you to all the volunteers. To the congregation, thank you for caring 
and your wonderful donations    
Joyce Smyth 
 

callto:204-%20667-5722


 

Kimberly Terrace 

If you’ve driven down Kimberley Ave. recently, you will be aware construction is well under 
way on what we’ve affectionately called the “Back 40”, now KIMBERLY TERRACE. 
The foundation is in and it will soon be ready for walls. Our storage shed has been moved to 
the south east end of the building. Some of us gathered to watch the crane hoist the building 
over the end of the main building. It was securely braced and placed safely on its new 
foundation. We are grateful for the careful work planned and carried out by the workers. 
We say, a huge THANKS to the Project Manager and his workers for their thoughtfulness 
related to the changes. They provided us with a trailer to hold the supplies (tables, chairs etc.) 
while the move took place. 
He suggested we relocate the shed a little to the west than originally planned, to save as much 
of the hedge as possible. One of the spruce trees needed to be removed. They gave us time to 
consider moving it. After pricing out the move, we decided the price was prohibitive, so they 
used their back hoe and carefully moved the tree. 
So, Kimberley Terrace will become a reality. Many thanks to the crew for their thoughtfulness 
while the changes to our church home occur. 

 

Bob Kenyon on behalf of the Kimberly Terrace Committee 

 



 

 
Sharing Christmas  2022 

 
Let the spirit of Christmas begin!  Living Our Faith in the World cluster invites you to help make 
this happen by November 27 in the following ways: 

1. Designate a special gift to Sharing Christmas via your 
offering, which will be divided among: 

-Agape Table (inner city meals service), - LITE (inner city 
employment), - Manitoba Interfaith and Immigration 
(refugee support), - One Just City (support for inner city 
ministries) and -Winnipeg Harvest (also appreciates non-
perishable food items) 

2. Donate new, unwrapped gifts for the St Matthews Maryland Christmas Store:  
-toys, games, stuffed animals, books, craft supplies for children and teens 
- new winter wear, socks and underwear for people of all ages 
-chocolate, candies, jewelry, tooth brushes, cookies 
- wrapping paper, tissue, gift bags, tape, tags 
Please bring your gifts  on the first Advent Sunday,  November 27 for Sharing Christmas 
OR contact Lynne Strome for pick up/questions: lynne.strome@gmail.com   204-667-0828. 

 

 

 



 

Finance Report 

Comparison to September 30, 2021 

  September 2021 September 2022 Change 

Income  $43,881.74  $35,883.60  Down $7998.14   

Expenses $50,203.69  $47,963.83  Down $2239.86 

Deficit  -$6321.95  -$12,080.23  Up $5758.28 

Our income is down almost $8000 from last year at this time.  This includes a drop of $5491.70 in donations to local 

operations.  The increase of $3105.48 in our other sources of income is insufficient to make up for this drop or the loss 

of over $5000 in government wage subsidies. 

With the exception of clusters and support staff expenses, our expenses are down compared to last year.  Our deficit is 

almost double what it was at the same time last year. 

Our givings to M&S are down but gifts to Special Relief are up. 

September 2021 September 2022 Change 

M&S    $8070.50  $6384.00  Down $1686.50 

Special Relief $25.00   $170.00  Up$145.00 

Total  $8095.50  $6554.00  Down $1541.50 

We are grateful for the gifts of the people of Immanuel towards the local operations of the congregation.  We also offer a 

thank you to everyone who supports the Mission and Service Fund of the United Church.     

When you designate an offering under the “Other” section on your envelope, please try to be as specific as possible about 

where you want the donation to be allocated.  Sometimes the designation can be unclear.  Just to confirm:  Sharing 

Christmas is to be used for the annual advent appeal; Sharing Basket will be kept at Immanuel for use by our Food Bank 

team; Winnipeg Harvest and/or Harvest Manitoba designations will be sent to Harvest Manitoba for their use.   

The giving envelopes are ready for pickup.  They will be on the table just inside the sanctuary.  If you have been missed or 

you want to change the number of envelopes you receive or you have any questions or concerns about the envelopes, 

please contact Connie Kryschuk.   

We do have the ability to set up a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account each month for your donations.  

You determine the amount you wish to contribute to Local, M&S and if you wish, one other fund.  We then set you up on 

PAR and the amount you determine is withdrawn from your account around the 20th of each month.  You can change the 

amount by notifying Connie prior to the 10th of the month.  If you want to investigate this further, please talk to Connie or 

Pat.   

As we near the end of the year, it is important to remember that if you want your donation to be reflected on your 2022 

tax receipt, it needs to be received at the church by the end of the year.  Our last worship service before the end of the 

year is on December 24.  Any donations that are received between then and December 31, 2022 will be deposited at the 

end of December.   

Should you have any questions regarding your offerings or the financial reports, they can be directed to a member of your 

finance team of Pat Schulz and Connie Kryschuk.   



 
 

 
 
Thank you so much for the church rental on October 20th to hold my granddaughter Tara and 

her partner Cain’s wedding at Immanuel United Church. Diaconal Minister Connie Budd 
performed the nuptials. It was a beautiful service. 

Sincerely, 
Lorraine  Kakegamic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TBJIGGN 

Advent/Christmas 2022 

Transcona 

 Blue Christmas - December 18, 7:00 pm 

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve – 7:00 pm 

 Sun Dec 25 Christmas Day – 10:00 am 

 Jan 1 New Years Day – 10:00 am, worship around the breakfast table…donations of fruit, 

muffins, cheese, etc. welcome.  

 

Birds Hill 

  Dec 24 Christmas Eve – 7:30 pm 

  Dec 25 Christmas Day - no service 

 Jan 1 New Years Day – 10:00 am, refreshments following the service.  All are welcome 

  

John Black 

 Blue Christmas Sunday Dec 11 @ 2:00 pm   

 Wed Dec 21 @ 8:00 am - Christmas wave 

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve @ 5:00 pm 

 Dec 25 Christmas Day - no service 

 Jan 1 New Years Day no service (looking to collaborate) 

  

Immanuel  

 TBJIGGN Pre-Advent Gathering, 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve 4:00 pm 

 Dec 25 Christmas Day no service 

 Jan 1 New Years Day @ 11:00 am – Cookies and Carols. Everyone welcome 

  

 

Gordon King  

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve – 3:00 pm 

 Dec 25 Christmas Day – no service 

 Jan 1 New Years Day – no service (Looking to collaborate) 

 

Grey St  

 Blue Christmas, Wed Dec 21 @ 7:00 pm 

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve @ 7:00 pm 

 Dec 25 Christmas Day no service 

 Jan 1 New Years Day no service (will be joining Immanuel) 

                 

 

North Kildonan  

 Blue Christmas, Wed Dec 14 – 7:00 pm 

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve @ 4:00 pm 

 Dec 25 Christmas Day no service 

 Jan 1 New Years Day - 10:00 am 

 



 

 

 

 


