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Message from Ha Na 

  

Greetings! In this cold weather and on the trailing edge of Covid, I pray for your well-being in 

health, spirit, and joy in life.  

In this message, I would like to ponder with you the theme of Lent this year, and invite you to 

a reflective journey together on the “Desert of Divisions” through Lent.  

  

Lent 2022 | Immanuel  

Make a Way, Rivers in the Desert…  

… The reflective journey through the desert of divisions 

  

To begin with, please take a moment to think about…  

  

•What are some geographical deserts you have visited? What were your impressions of them?  

  

•Describe a time in your life that felt like a desert. Did you find your desert experience to be 

both a time of struggle and a time of renewal?  

  

•What biblical story involving a desert is most vivid to you? Why does it stand out?  
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To most of us, the desert experience would be the opposite of the ‘garden.’ In the desert, we 

do not see the lush green of pasture, flowering bushes or leafy trees. Its barrenness evokes in 

us a sense of thirst and hunger, the harshness of temperature and the threat for survival. A 

desert is certainly not a paradise like the Garden of Eden in Genesis, where we read of God 

walking, enjoying the cool afternoon breeze, searching for the humans God created while 

Adam finds joy in giving a name to each creature on earth. But when humans are tempted to 

possess the power of knowledge and judgement, Eden as a garden, the fertile soil of life, the 

primordial origin of the bonds between God the Maker and God’s Beloveds, becomes a lost 

paradise. Then, in the story, separation and division between God and humans, and between 

humans themselves, follow. 

  

In this Lent, I invite Immanuel United Church to reflect on where we are (our spiritual 

geography) and the times in which we live, (especially after two years of the Covid’s rule) with 

imagination/from a perspective of the “Journey through the desert of divisions.” 

1st: March 6th        The Desert of Divisions 

2nd: March 13th    The Korean Demilitarized Zone  

3rd: March 20th     The United Church of Canada and Anti-Semitism  

4th: March 27th     Let the River of (Racial) Justice Flow 

5th:  April 3rd          Divisions during Covid  

6th: Palm Sunday    The Silent Cry  

Easter Sunday          The Crocus  

  

For example, in the second week, I hope to introduce you to the most recent United Church 

initiative to address “Peace first; End Korean War, now!”. The Korean demilitarized zone is a 

strip of land running across the Korean Peninsula near the 38th parallel. It is a border barrier 

that divides the Korean Peninsula roughly in half. It was established to serve as a buffer zone 

between the countries of North and South Korea under the provisions of the Korean Armistice 

Agreement in 1953, an agreement between North Korea, China, and the United Nations 

Command. While open clashes ceased in 1953 with the signing of an armistice, a peace treaty 

has not yet been established and the war is not over. For more than 70 years, the Korean 

people have endured a constant state of hostility and war, which solidified the division of the 

peninsula. This year, The United Church of Canada is responding to an urgent invitation of the 



 

National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK), a long-time Mission & Service partner, to join 

them in the Korea Peace Appeal. (https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/korea-

peace-appeal) It is a global campaign that seeks to collect 100 million signatures by 2023, the 

70th anniversary of the armistice. The NCCK has challenged the United Church of Canada to 

add Ten Thousand Signatures by the summer of 2022. In adding our signature to the petition 

“Peace, first. End Korean War, now!” we will be saying (The Moderator’s video: 

https://youtu.be/OIp2xaKFBno): 

  

•End the Korean War and establish a peace agreement. 

•Create a Korean Peninsula and a world free from nuclear weapons and nuclear threat. 

•Resolve the conflict with dialogue and cooperation instead of sanctions and pressure. 

•Break from the vicious cycle of the arms race and invest in human security and 

environmental sustainability. 

  

Deserts are places ill-suited for those unprepared to deal with their extreme geographical 

features. They lack water, so vegetation is sparse: the creatures that dwell in them are often 

predatory and poisonous. In the scripture, many passages speak of literal deserts and 

wilderness, but desert images are also often employed as an opportunity to reflect on our 

relationship to God and with the whole people of God. The desert regions of greatest 

importance in Scripture are the Sinai to the south in Egypt, the Judean wilderness in west-

central Judah, and the Arabian desert to the east, separating Judah from Babylon.  

 Deserts invite deep reflection on spiritual realities. As the barrenness of a desert world strips 

from our senses the lushness of the material world, we turn our hearts toward God and seek 

to discover what is truly important in our lives. 

  

As we navigate the desert as a spiritual geography, I invite Immanuel to ponder the following 

themed scripture passages: 

  

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in 

the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:19) 

  

“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus” (Isaiah 35:1) 



 

  

God’s voice from the wilderness/desert calls us to imagine and act as the people of God: 

Slowly, the river of life begins to flow through the divided deserts, like the demilitarized zone 

that separates by wired fences, guns and barracks, the South and the North on the Korean 

peninsula. God makes water flow out of the rock and dissolve the divisions of hate, apathy and 

hostility. People of faith are encouraged to see the dramatic changes of the landscape: the 

wilderness and desert blossoming with flowers, especially the crocus.  

  

In the Bible, God has spoken in many stories, like the river of justice rolling and changing the 

hearts of God’s people:  

  

Amos 5:24 “But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 

stream.”  

  

Isaiah 48:21 “They did not thirst when God led the Hebrew through the deserts. God made the 

water flow out of the rock for them. God split the rock and the water gushed forth.”  

  

Psalm 106:14 “But (they) craved intensely in the wilderness and tempted God in the desert.”  

  

Isaiah 40:3 “A voice is calling:  clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; Make smooth in 

the desert a highway for our God.”  

  

Luke 1:80 “The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 

day he appeared publicly to Israel.”  

  

John 6:31 “Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness. As it is written, God gave them bread 

out of heaven to eat.”  

  

Exodus 16:3 “If we only had died at the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt, as we sat by our 

kettles of meat and ate our fill of bread! But you have led us into this wilderness to make this 

whole assembly die of famine!”  

  



 

Psalm 13:1 “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever? How long will you hide your face 

from me? How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?”  

  

God cares for Hebrew people with quail, with manna from heaven, and with water from a 

rock. God has formed God’s people in the desert. Centuries later, when the people of Judah 

are driven into exile in Babylon, God calls on them to return to their homeland, and the 

wilderness that separates them from Jerusalem is now to be understood as a pathway of 

reparation, reconciliation, recovery, and renewal. In Christian tradition, Lent is the sacred time 

in which we, together, reflect and remember that Jesus, immediately after being baptized in 

the water of the Jordan River, went into the desert to fast and pray for 40 days. The deserts of 

our lives are undoubtedly troubling places of separation, temptation, and doubt, but with 

support for one another, encouragement and prayers, we can certainly transform our 

individual struggles to communal endeavours to seek the sacred and deep spiritual renewal. 

  

Dear Immanuel, in this Lent, we invite you to the reflective journey, “Make a Way, Rivers in 

the Desert: The Reflective Journey through the Desert of Divisions”. Let us define together, 

what would be the true opposite word/alternative story to “Divisions”.  

See you soon.  

Ha Na  

 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Room with a View 

Always feel free to contact me in the office either by phone or email. 

Looking forward to the Spring!  

    

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 

 

In church worship is postponed until further notice. Due to a delay in the 

plumbing repairs at Immanuel, the sanctuary is unavailable for worship 

on March 6.  We will resume on zoom until the work in our worship 

space is completed and you will be notified accordingly. 



 

 

 

 

Mission & Service 

Each and every day Mission & Service givings are making a difference in somebody’s life.  As 
you can see by the videos provided during our Stewardship Sunday services, funds are 
distributed to a large variety of projects and programs in Canada and around the world.  
Many of the programs are for projects near and dear to our hearts.  Funds are also collected 
and allocated for emergency response to world crisis.  Thousands of meals are served, 
unemployable people find new hope in work programs, and people in need of housing find 
shelter.   

Each year as you contemplate your annual givings please also consider a gift to the United 
Church of Canada Mission & Service fund.  

For those of you who give regularly to M&S we thank you so much for your generosity!  

Remember making a financial commitment to both Immanuel and Mission & Service is 
part of our Stewardship journey! 

Respectfully, Judy Gierys Mission & Service Enthusiast at Immanuel 

Ministry and Personnel Committee 

The Ministry and Personnel Committee, made of Jennifer Antymis, Sharon Doerksen, Anne Duncan, Bob Tate 

and Dianne Tucker, continues to meet monthly via Zoom. Committee members have sought to support staff 

through the many transitions caused by the pandemic. The staff includes our Minister, Ha Na; secretary, 

Sharon V.; organist, Peter; choir leader, Eileen; and a newly-hired caretaker, Glen M.  

M and P acts as a liaison between the staff and congregation and works to build positive and trusting 

relationships. Congregational members who have concerns regarding staff should contact a member of M and 

P. Concerns are heard and every effort is made to find a resolution. Praise is also welcome. 

 

 



 

  

 

Immanuel Food Bank Update 

     Since the article re: our Food Bank appeared in the Herald, there has been some interesting 

connections. 

     Several donations of money were received. 

     The wonderful food drive from the staff and students of Neil Campbell school, which came 

via wagons holding 14 boxes of much needed items, arrived just before Christmas. 

     We have a new volunteer who read the article.  We welcome Carolyn to our group.  

Unfortunately Carolyn’s house was damaged in the horrible Kimberly fire. 

      Several callers asked me “Are you the Mrs. Smith who taught kindergarten at Immanuel?”  

They spoke highly of Chris’s programs and her class outings she arranged for her students. 

(Kindergartens at that time were not in public schools.) 

      We have clients who reside at the Kiwanis homes.  Some find it hard to attend on their 

Monday food bank - so some of the other clients will help by picking up their food for them, 

often making many trips back and forth. 

      All in all, we have a real caring community. 

     Good News!  Because of your generous support and the supplies from Neil Campbell school, 

the Immanuel Sharing Basket is overflowing with goods and money.  Thank you so much for 

your contributions.  They are greatly appreciated by the community.  For the time being we 

ask that you hold any donations until further notice of need is announced, and again, thank 

you. 

     Thanks to all the Food Bank volunteers for making this work.    Joyce Smyth 

S.N.O.W. Night   

 This year the SNOW Night organizers decided not to hold the event due to COVID. I contacted 

one of the organizers who is now working with Shelter Women at one of the Salvation Army 

locations. The floor she is supervising holds 30 women each in their own room. Immanuel was 

able to provide money and supplies to instead support this initiative. Donations included 3 

boxes of shower gel, hand soap, hand cream, tooth brushes, tooth paste and other items. 

Along with this, I prepared 30 gift bags with other supplied and bought items. They were 

overwhelmed with our generosity and wanted to thank Immanuel very much. I also donated 

some gently used clothing, coats and jackets. I would like to continue to assist this initiative 

with your support several times a year. Thank you to all who donated and stay tuned for future 

opportunities to donate.  ~Joy Jost 



 

 

LIVING OUR FAITH IN THE WORLD CLUSTER 

 

During this last while during the peaks of Covid we have been active in as many ways as 

possible.   Many of our regular commitments have changed in the way we do things. 

Harvest has found effective new ways to keep their clients safe as well as the volunteers.  We 

are grateful for those who work at Harvest and greet the folks who come for food.   They are a 

gracious, caring, hardworking group. 

The School Breakfast program is still providing breakfast for those children who need it.  

Unfortunately our volunteers have not been able to physically help, but we are still supporting 

the Program with financial help. 

Last winter we made sandwiches for St. Matthews Community Ministry once a month 
This year we are once again making one hundred sandwiches on the second Monday 
of each month.  Grey Street Church is also helping us with this provision of sandwiches. 
 

SNOW night gifts have once again been much appreciated by those in the Congregation who 

have provided these items.  We hope that next year the young women will once again be able 

to gather together for an overnight.   

We are gathering snack items once a month to be taken to a newer Homeless Shelter on 

Disraeli Street.  This is a new request which we are happy to be able to respond to.   

We are also looking into a possibility of donating snacks etc. to the MaMa Bear Clan later on.   

A big thank you to those who work so hard in this Cluster.   

It is a joy to work with you all.   Ruth Campbell Guiding Elder 

 

 

 

 



 

Sharing Christmas Sunday Report  2021 

   

 Your generous gifts were gratefully received and distributed as follows: 

Agape Table: inner city kids' breakfast also hot lunch program  $500     

Harvest  Manitoba      3 boxes food                            $600 

LITE:   inner city employment advocates     $300     

Manitoba Interfaith Immigration:    refugee support    $400    

One Just City:  inner city ministries      $400  

Inner City Christmas Store at St Matthews Maryland Ministry   

We helped provide gifts & wrapping for 73 families including 266 children.    

 

Total Gifts:   loving support for health and hope                  $2200                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Finance Team Report 

Thank you to everyone who picked up their 2021 tax receipts or delivered receipts to family and friends.  The balance of 

the receipts were mailed on February 15th.  If you haven’t received your receipt, please contact either Pat Schulz or 

Connie Kryschuk to make arrangements for a duplicate to be issued. 

Yours in Faithful Stewardship 

Your Finance Team:  Pat Schulz and Connie Kryschuk 

January 2022 Financial Report 

Comparison to January 2021 

Income 2021   January 2022  Change 

Local   $73,443.54  $80,614.08  Up $7170.54 

Misc  $294.00  $162.00  Down $132.00 

Open     $20.00   Up $20.00 

GST Rebate $754.22  $427.97  Down $326.25 

Rent  $505.00  $2150.00  Up $1645.00 

Wage Subsidy $9464.30  $5984.48  Down $3479.82 

Total  $84464.06  $89,358.53  Up $4897.47 

 

Expenses 

Admin  $2974.48  $2764.96  Down $206.52 

Building $9536.97  $15,663.78  Up $6126.81 

Clusters $558.56  $587.71  Up $29.15 

Minister $54,073.16  $58,480.44  Up $4407.28 

Assessment $5605.00  $5225.00  Down $380.00 

Support Staff $5219.25  $13,388.31  Up $8169.06 

Total  $77,964.42  $96,110.20  Up $18,145.78 

 

Difference +$6496.64  -$6751.67  $13,248.31 

 

Our income in this fiscal year is up almost $4900 over last year at this time.  The biggest increase is in givings to 

local which are slightly over $7100 higher.  Our rental income is also up.  The biggest decrease is in the 

government wage subsidy program where we have received $3400 less than last year.  This program is now over 

so we won’t be receiving any additional funds from that source.   

 

Our expenses are up significantly over last year.  The biggest increase is in support staff expenses: although 2021 

was an anomaly as we had reduced staff expenses last year due to staff layoffs.  As everyone knows, costs for 

everything are increasing and the expenses needed to run the church are no exception. 

 



 

The good news in this report is the increase to local givings, as this is our largest revenue source.  This increase 

is due to the generosity of the people of Immanuel and for that we are grateful.  Last year, we projected a deficit 

of over $36,000.  Currently, our deficit stands at $6751.67.  It appears that we will end the year in a deficit 

position although it looks like it may be smaller than projected.   

 

Mission and Service and Special Relief Donations 

 

   January 2021   January 2022 

M&S   $14,646.20   $15,153.70 

Special Relief  $920.00   $25.00 

Total   $15,566.20   $15,178.70 

 

Our gifts to M&S are up over last year although gifts to Special Relief are down.  Thank you to all who support 

the Mission and Service fund of the United Church.   

 

Pat Schulz 

Treasurer 

 


