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Ha Na ‘s Advent Message  
 

When we were looking for a theme for this Advent season 2021, my heart rejoiced the 
moment Seeking the Spirit was spoken. I knew I could use this theme as a prayerful mantra to 
hold and ponder, through Advent, until we gather at 7 pm on Christmas Eve, as a vigil — saying 
good-bye to this tiring second pandemic year, eager to welcome the new morning of 
Christmas. In order to say “good morning” on Christmas day with true joy, confidence and 
hope, I will prayerfully prepare the sacred morning’s coming with a renewed heart, by seeking 
the Spirit.  
 
The theme, Seeking the Spirit, is also, in my mind, a question. I hope it can be the same for 
you.  
 
I wonder: What am I seeking? What are we seeking? How deep and truly can this seeking 
happen in the inner depths of my mind, body, spirit - - my whole being? If we are seeking one 
of the fruits of the spirit, what would it be for me, for you, and for us? 
 
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control… Those who are in Christ are distinguished from others in that they 
have been gifted with the Holy Spirit, enabling them to bear fruit.” (Galatians 5)  
 
Full Definition of Seek      (Merriam-Webster Dictionary)  
 
1 
: to resort to: go to  
 
2 
a 
: to go in search of: look for  
b 
: to try to discover  
 
3 
: to ask for: request  
 
4 
: to try to acquire or gain: aim at 



 
“Peace, peace, peace on earth and good will to all. 
This is a time for joy, this is a time for love.  
Now let us all sing together of peace, peace, peace on earth.”  
(The chorus of Peace, Peace; words and music by Rick and Sylvia Powell. 
We will sing this beautiful chorus as Benediction, the Choral Extroit, through the four Advent 
services.)  
 
Currently, I find myself seeking the spirit of forgiveness. Recently I was struck by the surprise 
of seeing that I could become rigid and resistant to opening up to forgive another, when their 
off-the-cuff comments hurt my long-held belief and identity, and therefore, hurt me. Since 
then, I have been working on nudging myself to turn from rigidity and encouraging new 
thoughts towards myself and the other’s words.  
 
In this sense, I have been seeking the spirit of forgiveness. This searching opens me to commit 
to discovering, going in search of, looking for (see the definition of “seeking”, number 2 a and 
b) what enables me to change and grow, which is the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit usually refers to God’s personality and activity that originated in the event 
called Pentecost, which the first Christians experienced, all together in one place. The disciples 
were frightened by the threat outside that could affect their life and safety because of their 
faith. When the Holy Spirit, in the form of tongues of fire, rested on each of them, their terror 
transformed into believing, hope, and therefore, the birth of a new identity as a Christian 
community. The Holy Spirit is, unambiguously, a post-Pentecost term, which means that it 
originated after Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, and resurrection. However, in this year’s Advent 
theme, “Seeking the Spirit”, I would like to invite you to think about the Holy Spirit not only as 
a post-Pentecost creation, but also as God’s presence, support, creativity and activity that 
brings us into the mystery of the first Christmas morning, Jesus’ birth.  
 
The Holy Spirit that enables other spiritual fruits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, forgiveness, etcetera, has long roots that 
stretch to the ancient vision of Ruah.  
 
Ann Naylor, our former Faith Formation Cluster Guiding Elder, says in the Intergenerational 
Theological Reflection Project of Immanuel, (the 3rd worksheet: Learning about God through 
Spirit):  
 
“In the Old Testament, Spirit is understood as an attribute and agent of God...indicating God’s 
presence... 
invisible  
inexplicable 
irresistible (source: Walter Brueggemann) 



 
The Hebrew word for spirit, ruah, is also the word for “breath” or “wind” 
Ruah is God’s breath, an indication of God’s presence.  
Ruah can be forceful or gentle – a gale force wind or a gentle breeze. 
The Spirit is also often depicted as water, fire, or a dove.” 
 
This Advent, take time to meditate on Jesus’ birth as the incarnation (The Word becoming 
flesh, on earth) of Ruah, the Holy Spirit…  
 
We hope that this Advent, you can take the time regularly to pause, prepare and ponder the 
activity of the Holy Spirit in your life — seeking the Spirit.  
 
In this Advent season, what would it be that you are seeking? How deep and truly this seeking 
can happen in the inner depth of your mind, body, spirit - - your whole being. Try to name it, 
define it, write/say/draw about it. What would be helpful as you seek the spirit/Spirit? Try this 
spiritual search like it is happening on the day of Pentecost, during the creation of the earth, 
on the first Christmas morning.  
 
Seeking the Spirit  
Advent and Christmas Eve Services  
 
Nov 27th | Pre-Advent Gathering |   3:00 pm to 4:30 pm. 
 
Nov 28th | First Advent       Bud of Hope 
                    Sharing Christmas & Communion  
 
Dec 5th   | Second Advent     Branch of Peace   
                    Amnesty International (Write for Rights)  
 
Dec 12th | Third Advent     Fruits of the Spirit / Sprig of Joy 
                     Please bring A FRUIT!  
                     (We will donate the basket of fruit to a charity.) 
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control…” 
 
Love: Apple 
Joy: Pear 
Peace: Any exotic fruit  
Patience: Banana (one)  
Kindness: Orange  
Generosity:  Cantaloupe or melon 
Faithfulness:  Lemon or lime 



Gentleness:  Avocado 
Self-control: Pineapple 
 
Dec 19th | Fourth Advent     Journey to Bethlehem (walking in the labyrinth)         
                                    Blossom of Love        
 
Dec 24th | Christmas Eve 7 pm      Good Bye, and New Good Morning  
 
There will be no service held at Immanuel on the Sundays, Dec 26th and Jan 2nd.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Room with a View 

Thank you to everyone congratulating me on my twenty years of service!  

I feel the warmth and appreciation. 

Please feel free to call the church office or email me if you need anything.   

Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas as we continue to journey through this 

pandemic. 

  

 
 

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 

 

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ministry and Personnel Committee 

The Ministry and Personnel Committee, made of Jennifer Antymis, Sharon Doerksen, Anne 
Duncan, Bob Tate and Dianne Tucker, continues to meet monthly via Zoom. Committee 

members have sought to support staff through the many transitions caused by the 
pandemic. M and P acts as a liaison between the staff and congregation and works to build 
positive and trusting relationships. Congregational members who have concerns regarding 

staff should contact a member of M and P. 

 Concerns are heard and every effort is made to find a resolution. Praise is also welcome. 

 

Pre Advent Gathering 
Saturday, November 27 

So much changes, so much stays the same.  Immanuel worship team is determined to start the 

Advent season this year in a more traditional yet health conscious way.  Everyone has proof of 

being double vaccinated and mask wearing is almost normal.  Therefore the worship cluster is 

planning a slightly new kind of Pre Advent gathering. 

Yes, the elaborate spread of tasty appetizers and succulent pot luck specialties cannot be a 

part of our gathering due to safety restrictions.  And yes, we will have to restrict attendance to  

members only and ask them to register by November 21st.  Still, we feel, using all due 

precautions, there can be the time honoured occasion to gather, have some crafty fun, sing 

some favourite carols and worship to prepare our spirits for Christmas. The time is 3-4:30pm. 

 

Mission & Service 

 

During advent Christians light candles that symbolize hope, peace, joy and love. When we live 
out these values through Mission & Service, we shine Christ’s light of hope, peace, joy and 
love. This Christmas season make a gift through Mission & Service.  

 
Because of your gifts, people living in rural poverty will receive food and shelter. Refugees who 
are suffering the worst effects of the pandemic will be safer and more secure until times are 
better. Children will receive what they need- tuition or uniforms or simply a good breakfast- to 



stay in school. Your gift will help transform and save lives, inspire meaning and purpose, and 
build a better world.  
 
I wish to thank you for each and every gift and your continued generosity to the Mission & 
Service fund as well as any Special Emergency Response Appeals. Your gifts to Mission & 
Service will help us build a better world together.  
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic your generosity is needed more than ever. Together we can 
work towards the dream of a world where no one goes hungry, no one lacks health care and 
no one feels alone. 
 
Making a commitment to both Immanuel and Mission & Service is part of our Stewardship 
journey.  
 
Respectfully, 
Judy Gierys, Mission & Service Enthusiast 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Immanuel Food Bank Update  

 Immanuel Food Bank operated during June, July and August.  September was a 
challenge as the new CEO for Harvest Manitoba  took over, as well as new office 
staff.  But we managed.  September 13th our “Random Act of Kindness” took 
place - which was written up in the October 27th issue of The Herald.  
      We always need protein food (chicken, ham, tuna, salmon and meat), as well 
as canned fruit and vegetables, soup, pasta and sauce, plus toilet paper. 
      We received a generous donation of Sobeys cloth bags from Debbie Crump - 
thank you.  Congratulations to Sharon on 20 years with Immanuel.  We appreciate 
all that she does for our food bank.  Many thanks to the congregation for their 
donations.  We use everything that is donated.  …Joyce Smyth 

 
 



Finance Report 

Comparison to September 30, 2020 

  September 2020 September 2021 Difference 

Income  $46,716.15  $43,881.74  Down $2834.41   

Expenses $40,175.16  $50,203.69  Up $10,028.53 

Surplus/Deficit +$6540.99  -$6321.95  Up $12,862.94 

Our operational income is down almost $3000 compared to the same time last year.  Our income is down in all 

areas but most significantly in government wage subsidies which are down by just over $2200. 

Our expenses are up.  The largest increase is in support staff expenses which are $3963.91 higher than last 

year.  Of course, last year was very unusual in all respects.  Other expenses are generally higher.  However, we 

are paying our insurance premium on a monthly basis now and as well; we have paid our assessment to the 

end of 2021 whereas last year it was not paid until later in the year.    

Last year at this time we had an operational surplus of $6500.  This year we have a deficit of just over $6300.  

We do have funds to cover this thanks to our Memorial Life and Work fund.  

Our givings to M&S are up slightly but gifts to Special Relief are down. 

September 2020   September 2021 

M&S    $7403.00  M&S  $8070.50 

Special Relief $820.00  Special Relief $25.00 

Total  $8223.00  Total  $8095.50 

We are grateful for the gifts of the people of Immanuel towards the local operations of the congregation.  We 

also offer a thank you to everyone who supports the Mission and Service Fund of the United Church.     

When you designate an offering under the “Other” section on your envelope, please try to be as specific as 

possible about where you want the donation to be allocated.  Sometimes the designation can be unclear.  Just 

to confirm:  Sharing Christmas is to be used for the annual advent appeal; Sharing Basket will be kept at 

Immanuel for use by our Food Bank team; Winnipeg Harvest and/or Harvest Manitoba designations will be sent 

to Harvest Manitoba for their use.   

Just a reminder that Immanuel’s Red River Co-Op number is 193228 and can be used at any Red River Co-Op 

gas bar or grocery store.   

Should you require envelopes or have any questions regarding your offerings or the financial reports, they can 

be directed to a member of your finance team of Pat Schulz and Connie Kryschuk .   

 

 Yours in Faithful Stewardship 

Your Finance Team:  Pat Schulz, Connie Kryschuk 



From the Discernment of Gifts Guiding Elders 
 

In preparation of gathering in person, Immanuel has several vacancies in our governance 
structure that need to be filled. Margaret and Cindy call upon you, again, as Guiding Elders of 
Discernment of Gifts for the following needs. 

Living Our Faith in the World (LOFITW) 
Council 
Faith Formation and Life Long Learning (FF&LLL) 
Amnesty International 
Stewardship Team 
Worship 
 

If you discern someone with gifts in a certain area that we can approach, and that includes you 
too, please call Margaret Smith (431 337 5479) or Cindy Smyth (204 430 6077). We look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 

Blessings 
Margaret and Cindy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kimberly Terrace 

Someone said “No news is good news”.  Well, we should be 

expecting good news sometime. 

As far as I know, the documents for the land transfer is at the 

Land Titles Office.  So we wait. 

Hydro has been on the property to check out their possible 

work that may be needed. 

Hopefully, I will be talking to you soon. 

Bob Kenyon on behalf of the Kimberly Terrace Committee 

 

callto:(431%20337%205479
callto:(204%20430%206077


Sharing Christmas  2021 

Let the spirit of Christmas begin!  Living Our Faith in the World cluster invites you to help make 

this happen by November 28 in the following ways: 

- Designate a special gift to Sharing Christmas via your offering, which will be divided 
among: 

-Agape Table (inner city meals service), - LITE (inner city employment), - Manitoba         

Interfaith and Immigration (refugee support), - One Just City (support for inner city ministries) 

and –Harvest Manitoba (also appreciates non perishable food items) 

- Donate new, unwrapped gifts for the St Matthews Maryland Christmas Store:  
-toys, games, stuffed animals, books, craft supplies for children and teens 

- new winter wear, socks and underwear for people of all ages 

-chocolate, candies, jewellery, tooth brushes, cookies 

- wrapping paper, tissue, gift bags, tape, tags 

Please bring your gifts  on the first Advent Sunday,  November 28 for Sharing Christmas 

OR contact Lynne Strome for pick up/questions: lynne.strome@gmail.com   204-667-0828. 

 

mailto:lynne.strome@gmail.com


 

  

GEORGE ALAN MATHESON 

October 19, 1935 – October 7, 2021 

Peacefully, on October 7, 2021, Alan passed in his 86th year, with his loving wife Karen by his 
side. 
He also leaves to mourn his passing, Karen's son Wayne (Grace), daughters, Suzanne (Vern) 
and Joanna; grandchildren, Ashley, Alexandra (Sheldon), Mack, Tyler, Daniel (Keesha), and 
great-grandchildren, Tyla, Lincoln, MacKenzie and Jack. We remember the wonderful way he 
embraced them as his own over the past 27 years he shared our lives. 
He also leaves his sister Ruth Nichol of Edmonton, many nieces, nephews, and numerous 
lifelong friends. Alan was predeceased by his sister Marion, brother-in-law Andy Marshall, his 
brother Gordon, sister-in-law Marion Matheson, his brother-in-law Jack Nichol, and grandson 
Marc Bacon. 
Alan was the youngest of four children born to Henry and Helen Matheson on the "Matheson 
Farm" in Coningsby, Erin Township, Wellington County, Ontario, (land originally homesteaded 
around 1850 by his great-grandfather Adam Matheson). His formative school years were 
spent attending Coningsby School where he completed eight grades in six years, Matriculated 
at Guelph Collegiate and went on to the Ontario Agricultural College to obtain a BA. He later 
earned a Masters of Agricultural Economics from University of Manitoba and subsequently a 
Master of Business Administration from the University of Minnesota. Alan thoroughly enjoyed 
his career with Manitoba Agriculture as well as his 20 years with Agri Foods Canada and his 
many colleagues there. 
In 1993, Al re-kindled his relationship with his high school sweetheart, Karen Farn. They were 
married in 1997. Their favourite times were spent with family and friends and often travelled to 
Texas to be with Wayne and Grace. They enjoyed some winter months in Florida where Alan, 
a fan of both the Blue Jays and Minnesota Twins, would take any opportunity to see them at 
Spring Training. 
Al was a grateful sober member of AA for over 40 years. His firm belief in their program was 
passed on to many others over the years. He and Karen were also longstanding members of 
Immanuel United Church where they shared their faith and many friendships. 
Al's family would like to thank the caring staff at Kildonan Personal Care Home for their 
services while there. 
A celebration of Alan's life will take place in the new year. 
The family asks, in lieu of flowers, that donations be made to a charity of your choice or to 
Immanuel United Church, 755 Golspie St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R2K 2V4. 

 



 

HILTON MCGREGOR (MAC) WILSON 

Following a brief stay at Victoria Hospital, with a full moon lighting the morning sky, Hilton McGregor 
(Mac) Wilson passed away peacefully on October 20, 2021, at the age of 92. Jean, Gail, and Don 
were at his side during this difficult period. Mac had experienced a long and wonderful life with many 
accomplishments and wonderful memories. 
He was predeceased by his wife Elaine in 2007 and brothers, Gordon and James. He is survived by 
his three children, Jean (Glen) Williams, Gail (Wayne) Atamanchuk and Don (Debra) Wilson, and 
brother Robert (Bernice) Wilson. Mac was a very proud grandfather to his seven grandchildren, 
Ryley, Josh, Stephanie, Robyn, Scott, Danika and Makayla and ten great-grandchildren. He will also 
be lovingly remembered by his many nieces and nephews. 
Mac was born and raised in Minnedosa, Manitoba where he started his career with CP Rail as an 
operator (in telegraphy) right after high school and later as a dispatcher in multiple small communities 
until his move to Kenora. There he met and married his wife, Elaine (nee Appel) Wilson in 1957. Mac 
and Elaine raised their three children in Kenora. He was an active part of the community participating 
in the Lake of the Woods Band, coaching and volunteering at Central Community Club and curling. In 
1974 the family moved to Winnipeg where Mac completed his career in the CP Rail dispatch office. 
After Mac's retirement in 1986, Mac and Elaine travelled the world including several destinations in 
Europe and Australia. They had 50 wonderful years together and his favourite photo of Elaine rested 
on the wall above his bed both in Winnipeg and at camp. 
Mac began his Masonic service in Kenora in 1960, served in the officer's chairs to Worshipful Master, 
progressed through the York Rite and the Scottish Rite, and landed in the Shrine as a proud member 
of the Winnipeg Shrine Fife and Drum Band. Being a central figure in most organizations he served, 
Mac very much enjoyed the comradery and engagement with voluntary work. The Masons, Meals on 
Wheels, helping at Immanuel United Church with the fall dinners and cutting the grass on the church 
grounds, he was someone many counted on. 
After acquiring a small island in Smugglers Cove on Lake of the Woods in 1956, Mac spent the next 
six decades building an incredible family gathering place. Family reunions became an annual event 
with Mac thoroughly enjoying the family games, food and fun. 
Perpetually the optimist Mac had an adage or idiom to quote his friends and family when they came 
up against challenges; one such adage was "where there's a will there's a way". Every meal made for 
him was "the best one he ever had!" which included any sandwich and hospital food. 
Hilton McGregor Wilson was a unique man. A natural leader, driven by principle, demonstrably 
altruistic and generous, and admired as a role model by many. His devoted friends and family will 
miss him deeply for his capacity to bring a lighter mood to any situation. 
For the last several years, Mac made his home at Concordia Village where he developed many 
friendships and enjoyed the diverse community activities. A special thanks to all those at Concordia 
Village for creating such a special and safe place to live, particularly during Covid. Also, thanks to Dr. 
Adam and the staff at the 4th floor of Victoria Hospital who cared for Mac in such a respectful way 
and treated the family with heartfelt compassion. 
There will be no formal service. Mac's wishes were to have a celebration of his life next summer. 



In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to causes that meant a lot to him: Khartum Shrine Patient 
Transportation Fund www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/khartum-shrine-patient-transportation-fund/, 
Ducks Unlimited Canada at www.ducks.ca, Canadian Wildlife Federation www.cwf-fcf.org/en/ or a 
charity of your choice in his memory. 
 

 

 

 

 


