Immanuel United Church
June 6th, 202
Welcome
June is Pride Month, in Canada. At the same time, the month of June is National
Indigenous History Month — a time for all Canadians to celebrate and appreciate the
unique histories, cultures, and contributions of First Nations, Inuit, and Metis people. It
is one way to honour Indigenous Peoples’ role in shaping Canadian history and their/
our contributions to protecting democracy. It is also key to recognizing their/our
identity and spirit, which is inherently connected to the land.

Call to Worship
Logo created by Noah Comar - Pride/Every Child Matters
This message
comes from
Indigenous
Ministries and
Justice at the
United Church of
Canada
Rocks gathered to honour the 215 children found in a
mass grave at Kamloops Residential School.
Tobacco was offered for each child.
Credit: Russel Burns
Published On: May 31, 202
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“As news came on May 28, 2021, that the remains of
215 children were found in a mass unmarked grave on the grounds of the former
Kamloops Residential School, we entered into a time of mourning for these relatives,
their families, and their communities. Gatherings were held around sacred res across
the country. Prayers were sung and spoken. Church bells were rung. Orange ribbons
were tied on branches and fences. Shoes were laid out on the steps of churches and
government buildings. Candles were lit and ags were lowered as a sign of
respect.Three generations of the Burns family (Russel, Charlene, Russelle, Jacob, and
Jenny) travelled into the Rocky Mountains to make a tobacco offering for each and

every one of these 215 children. Russelle offered this re ection:My heart has been heavy
since hearing about Kamloops. It was an absolute BLESSING to be with Nikâwiy ewka
Nohtâwiy [Mother and Father] this weekend.… Nohtâwiy didn’t do one offering for the
215 children found; instead he took the time to offer tobacco for every single one of
them. My prayers were for the Mosoms, Kokoms, and Chapans [Grandfathers,
Grandmothers, and Great-Grandparents] those little souls never got to grow up to be.…
I know they’re happy today, dancing and enjoying all the prayers being sent! Jenny and
me PROUDLY wore our orange shirts today. Indigenous Ministries asks all of the
church to continue in this time of mourning and of support for each other as we grieve
this loss, and others that we do not yet know about.You can show this by doing any of
the actions named above. You can support those organizations in your community, such
as Friendship Centres, that support Indigenous people who live with trauma every day.
We understand the desire to do “something” that will make this right. But we ask you,
right now, to come together as people of the United Church and take the rst step of
mourning and remembering.
Territory Acknowledgement
Canada is Indigenous territory. It is respectful protocol to acknowledge at the
start of every gathering or meeting the particular nation(s) that had a relationship
with the land you are on since time immemorial. In The United Church of
Canada it has become common practice to acknowledge the land on which we
gather. It is a small step toward reconciliation but it does not stop with some
words. When you begin your meetings or gatherings by acknowledging the land
on which you are worshiping, working, and living, you also acknowledge the
presence of Indigenous people in the present as well as the past before
colonization. You acknowledge connection and disrupted connection to the land
and that there are things you need to do to act on your words and reconnect
relationships. As one of the church parties to the Indian Residential Schools
Settlement Agreement, it is our hope that The United Church of Canada
intentionally and meaningfully responds to the 2015 Truth and Reconciliation
Call to Action #49
“We call upon all religious organizations and faith groups who have not already
done so to repudiate concepts used to justify European sovereignty over
Indigenous lands and peoples, such as the Doctrine of Discovery and terra
nullius.
Truth and Reconciliation Commissio
Call to Action #4
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Hymn: VU 239

O Great Spirit, how I long to hear your name. How I long to see your face.
O Great Spirit, how I long to touch your hands. How I long to see your face.
A way hi ho a way hi ho a way hi hi ho.
Prayer: Welcome, dear friends and members of Immanuel United Church. We each
connect from our own homes, but we gather as one in the Spirit. And in that Spirit, we
pray...
Message from Ha Na:
Instead of focusing on just one issue, “Ask the other question”. Mari Matsuda, an
Asian American Lawyer suggests us to use this method: “When I see something
that looks racist, I ask, where is the patriarchy in this?” “When I see something
that looks sexist, I ask, where is the heterosexism in this?” “When I see
something that looks homophobic, I ask, where are the classinterests in this?”
Working in coalition forces us to look for both the obvious and non-obvious
relationships of domination, helping us to realize that no form of subordination
ever stands alone.” For example, those who struggle against racism need to
integrate the other’s struggle against homophobia, how the dominant
condemnation supports heterosexism and homophobia. We are always called to
understand the same condemnation rationale against the others’ oppressions. All
forms of subordination are interconnected. Remember isms are all relational, and
they are not isolated from each other
This is why and how we celebrate/appreciate/honour the heritages and histories
of two distinct communities which are, in deeper relations, connected... this June,
both as Pride Month and National Indigenous History Month. In beauty. In grief.
Message from barb janes (presented at the Celebration Service of Praire to Pine Regional
Council)
Please watch from 45 mins 23 secs to 54 mins 47 secs. About 9 mins.
MV 138 My Love Colours Outside the Lines
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20
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Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted.
And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the

Re ection: The Prairie Statement of the Great Rainbow Commission
(A paraphrase of Matthew 28:16-20):
Now, the Rainbow ones met on the virtual mountain, Zoom, where the vast
distance across the Canadian prairies and the wide ocean that connects Korea
and Canada was no longer a geographical obstacle, but a new bridge to their
Rainbow conversation. Jesus was with them, adding richly-hued, daunting,
dazzling colour to their hearts, and said to them, “All relations in heaven and on
earth are my body. Go, therefore, and make Rainbow ones of all relations,
baptizing them in the name of love, equity and the hospitality of God’s kin_dom
over owing on earth, and teaching them different Biblical hermeneutics and
movements against homophobic/heterosexist readings and interpretations. No
more stigmatization and discrimination! Teach everyone to obey the call of
radical love and interdependence. And remember, I am with you always, to the
end of the age
The Choir Anthem: We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder (African American Spiritual
(The singers are Debbie Crump, Luba Olesky and Eileen Metcalfe. Debbie did the
solo verse.
We are climbing Jacob’s ladder X
Every round goes higher, X
Sinner, do you love my Jesus? X
If you love him, why not serve him? X
Rise, shine give God glory! X 3
This is the crayon story behind the virtual choir video I shared with you a few Sundays
ago, “We Are a Rainbow”. ▶ https://youtu.be/48rinNWfFqk
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Last February, we, Green, Red, Yellow, Blue, Purple, met on zoom for the rst time, as
a group. Yellow and Blue, the parents of one-year-old Jay, connected to the call from
Tisdale, SK, and Green, Red and Purple joined in from Winnipeg, MB. Green and Red,
Yellow and Blue had never met each other before. The one chance I had (by the way, I
am Purple!) to get to know Yellow and Blue was during a Korean dinner we enjoyed
when they visited Winnipeg two years ago. The ve of us have been shaped by different
life experiences; we all had different reasons for deciding to immigrate to Canada. Our
individual time spent in Canada ranged from 2 years to 14 years. And yet, during our
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name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.

For our rst task, we quickly put our efforts into choosing the name for our future
network, Korean Rainbow United (“캐나다연합교회 무지개 연대”... The literal translation is
”Rainbow Solidarity in the United Church of Canada”). Our next task was to create two
videos. The virtual choir song, “We Are a Rainbow”, was submitted to “RainbowYesu”
(Rainbow Jesus), a loose network of LGBTQ Christians and rainbow alliances in Korea,
which was organizing the 18th annual prayer gathering to commemorate the life and
death of a queer youth in Korea who called himself Yukoodang. Korean Rainbow
United also asked the General Secretary of the United Church, Michael Blair, and the cochair of Af rm United, Cindy Bourgeois, to send us prayers to share. ▶ https://
youtu.be/m-ixakuMRMI
Michael and Cindy expressed in their prayers the rainbow solidarity of the United
Church of Canada with RainbowYesu and other queer*rainbow Korean individuals and
groups. Every prayer gathered and offered that evening to remember all who have been
targeted and harmed by sexual violence, homophobia and transphobia, bigotry against
people with AIDS, especially queer youth and women, was deeply moving and had me
in tears through the entire hour. The delicate Korean language touched my Korean soul.
In that moment, a double rainbow bloomed, connecting about a hundred people on the
Eastern and Western sides of the Paci c Ocean.
Before we called our network Korean Rainbow United, (KRU “Crew” for short) we
enjoyed using the code name, 1988 Project. In 1988, at the 32nd General Council, the
United Church of Canada made the historic declaration that “All people, regardless of
their sexual orientation, are welcomed to full membership and all members are eligible
for ordered ministry.” It was a big moment that shaped the identity and the intention of
the United Church.
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In 2019, the United Church launched, in partnership with Af rm United/S’af rmer
Ensemble, “Iridesce: The Living Apology Project”. During the following two years,
Iridesce gathered personal stories from members - queer, trans, lesbian, gay, bisexual,
Two-Spirit, non-binary people within the United Church past and present. Allies,
friends, family members, ministers and community members to LGBTQ+ and Two
Spirit persons also contributed stories. The impact of the 1988 decision was addressed,
and other issues, such as division and af rmation, lament, hurt, terror and healing were
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Build the hope of a double rainbow in Korea and Canada. “Paint the world in
colours, proud and bold and free.” (The refrain of We Are A Rainbow by David Kai)

 


 


rst Zoom call, one thing surged among us, which was so obvious and magnetic: The
Spirit of Rainbow Christ calls us to work:

We still have the Rainbow Christ’s work to do. The UCC’s experience and history is an
immensely valuable resource beyond our denominational boundary. The spirit of The
Living Apology Project must grow and draw the circle wider with our partner churches.
Inspired by Kwok Pui-Lan, the Asian Feminist Theologian pioneer, I would like to
invite you to an epistemology — which means, how we think, how we “see” things:
Training Af rming Ministry to grow with the bamboo stake of a transnational
approach.
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Here’s a short story from my life. When I was a high school kid, my mom came to me
with a newspaper article in her hand and asked, “Are you one of them too?”. I had just
nished having a bath. Drying my wet hair, I stole a glance at the article. It was an
interview with a lesbian university student. Surprised and unprepared, I said, “No”. At
the time, LGBTQ rights were barely on the surface of public talk. You might hear worry
or gossip from parents and teachers if you were thought to be ‘different’, but I didn’t
grow up hearing any hate-mongering condemnations from the pulpit about
homosexuals going to hell, never able to be saved. The Great Commission of
Homophobia arrived with hot air from the Christian Right, especiallyAmerican
Evangelicals, while I was in my twenties. Now, the seed of anti-LGBTQ hatred is
securely planted in the minds and mouths of the leaders and members of the major
conservative Christian churches in Korea. Protestant groups, in particular, have made
an all-out effort since 2007 to stop the passage of an anti-discrimination law which
would ban discrimination based on sexual orientation. This is not just the story of South
Korea. We can hear the same stories all over in the world now where the Christian Right
exists, and the communities struggle as if the leaves of grass are swooped down under
the winds

.
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The United Church might feel that we “passed” an important stage in 1988, but for
many of our global partner churches in the world the ght, in 2021, is still in the
“present progressive” tense. Over the years, it seems that the United Church’s mindset
has shifted to looking inward, looking only at ourselves, concerned with our dwindling
membership and resources. However, rather than looking into the well and saying that
there is not enough water, worrying primarily about our own survival, the United
Church can nd ways of growing through solidarity with partner churches, asking and
answering questions about the meaning of gospel and ally-ship in progressive faith.

 


 


addressed as well, with an acknowledgement of the need for further education, apology
and reconciliation even after 30+ years. Now, the nal report of the Iridesce project is
complete. It should be a valuable resource for United congregations and other
churches.

Buddhism teaches the wisdom of non-discrimination. This means that there is no
such thing as a separate self, as a strictly independent entity. The understanding of
interconnectedness and interdependence creates radical love and compassionate acts
towards the Other. Thich Naht Hanh teaches that the misconception that you and I are
separate selves, with no relation, is spiritual discrimination and can be the cause of
injustice. Perhaps one of the big obstacles in the United Church to this transnational
approach may be the thought that Asian issues or other countries’ issues are either old
or new, outdated or irrelevant. Apathy might hide the belief or the sense of superiority
that we (The United Church of Canada or Canada itself) have surpassed the stage of
necessary interdependence, and are advanced, and therefore, we do not need a direct
connection; we have no spiritual obligation to each other.
We can help more and more myriads of double rainbows bloom across denominations
and nations, across prairies and the seas, here in Winnipeg and at our homes with
family. With the faith that ghts spiritual separation and discrimination, we can,
together, push for change. Push for the Great Rainbow Commission to expand and
over ow on the earth. The Spirit of Rainbow Christ calls us to work: Build the hope
of a double rainbow in the transnational world, God’s world, to “Paint the world in
colours, proud and bold and free.”
Hymn: VU 308 Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works (Dakota hymn)
Katipeyiciket Kisipaskamikaahk
https://youtu.be/lTCccqyjj-E
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Many and great, O God, are your works, Maker of earth and sky.
Your hands have set the heavens with stars, your ngers spread the mountains
and plains.
Lo, at your word the waters were formed, deep seas obey your voice.
Grant unto us communion with you, O star-abiding-one.
Come unto us and dwell with us, with you are found the gifts of life.

 


 


The Christian Right’s Great Commissions of LGBTQ hate and condemnation are not
only spiritual but political. They are pests that threaten God’s gardens. Aren’t we all
beautiful? Some are geraniums of a variety of colours. Some are begonias of a variety of
growing styles. Some of us are mints, kales, basils, lavenders, cosmos, roses. But when
the winds of Christian Right Evangelism blew, they arrived with a plague of
homophobic thrips and aphids for God’s plants. They sucked the rainbow sap. Their
numbers increased, and God’s owers deformed, withered, died. Let me ask: Where did
the winds of the Christian Right blow from in the rst place, and where are they
blowing to, now?

Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you.
Katipeyiciket kisipas kamikaahk kii-me-kiw. Ositaw mina acakosak Manito
ototenawwiiya. Ciist wiiya kapimaaciikoyahk epemiciwaki.
Opewiic cewinaan Manito ispimihk ohci. Ekosi wiicitas keminaan. Kihcimeki
winamaakamiiyi naankaakike pimaatisiwin ekoteispimik.
The story behind VU 308 “Many And Great”
This hymn was originally written in 1842 in the Dakota language by Joseph R.
Renville, a Dakota/French fur trader and Congregationalist minister. The text
was rst published in 1879 in the Dakota Odowan, a Dakota hymnal that is still
in use today. The Right Reverend Stan McKay translated the Dakota “Wakatanka
tuku nitawar” to Cree in 1987.
The hymn has a deep history stemming from the days just after the American
Civil War. Settlers were streaming west to take possession of farming land. And
the Indigenous Peopls of the region, the Dakota Nation, were being squeezed
into a smaller and smaller area. Hunting was dif cult and the buffalo were
quickly disappearing. Finally the American federal government sent
representatives to negotiate with the Dakota people. The government of cials
promised that if the Dakota would agree to live on reservations, then the
government would provide food and supplies. Unfortunately, the food, when it
did arrive sporadically, was often rotted. The Dakota rebelled against the
government. The army moved in to quell the rebellion. They rounded up 150
Dakota leaders and warriors, accused them of treason, and sentenced them to be
hanged. Many Settlers in the area knew the true story and presented appeals.
After two years of wrangling in the courts, it was eventually decided that all but
28 of the prisoners would be “pardoned”. On the day of execution, December 26,
1862, as the 28 people were led to the gallows, they sang together this hymn of
the “Star-Abiding-One” who would continue to walk with them through life
eternal. When you sing this hymn, remember the strength and the faith of these
people. (Story researched by Teresa Burnett-Cole
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Prayers of the People (In unison. Written by Stan McKay
We come with thanksgiving for our very breath, the warmth of sun, and the
sustaining waters for life all around us: the plants, soft grasses, and sheltering
trees for the ones that crawl, those that swim, and those that y for the four
legged and the two legged all our relations!
We celebrate the diveristy in creation as re ected in the four winds from four
directions.

We especially honour the many peoples with their many gifts for
understanding our shared life on the earth.
We strive to live out the seven sacred teachings:
Respec
Lov
Honest
Courag
Humilit
Wisdo
Trut
These teachings enable us to live in harmony with ourselves, with our
neighbours, and with all the created earth.
Hymn: VU 678 For the Healing of the Nations
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Benediction:
Let us go forth from this time of worship, recommitted as Rainbow Ones of All
Relations, to working for reconciliation and right relations, baptizing the world
in the name of love, equity and the hospitality of the Creator’s
interconnectedness over owing on earth, and opening to the wisdom of God’s
Spirit guiding us day by day. Amen.

