Sunday School at Home Resources for the season of Lent and Easter
Sunday (2021) prepared collaboratively by Immanuel United Church
in Winnipeg and Crossroads United Pastoral Charge (St. Andrew’s
United Church in Elm Creek and Carman United Church)

Note: This resource packet is designed for children ages 2 – young
teen. The first page, Come as a Child, is designed with young
children in mind. The rest of the pages are intended for school aged
children. We encourage the grown-ups to read through the
resources and decide which are best suited for the children in your
household.

Come as a little child … a learning resource for young children
March 28, 2021
Choose a place and a time where you and your child/children can sit
together quietly to listen to the story and then talk about it
OR
Find whatever time is possible, expect distractions, and invite your
child/children to join you in taking three deep breaths before you start.
Story: Riding into Jerusalem – Palm Sunday
[See the paraphrased story on the next page]
Reflection and Action: (Grown-ups, please read through the questions and choose the ones
that you think are most suitable for your child/ren.)
This story is paraphrased from the Bible story. Jesus riding in on a donkey was unexpected. The
word about Jesus teaching and healing was becoming known around Jerusalem. A crowd
gathered because people were excited to see and meet him because of what they had heard of
him. The people expected him to ride into the city in a more royal fashion on a majestic horse.
The choice to ride in on a donkey conveys the message that Jesus is not a typical king - rather,
he is the prince of peace. Read (or tell) the story on the next page..
Has a unexpected surprise happened to you like someone coming to visit? How did you feel
when they came over? (Were you happy, excited, surprised or scared?)
Do you know what a parade is? (A parade is a gathering of people who are excited to celebrate
an event)
Have you ever been to a parade?
Have you ever gone somewhere that people were excited to see you?
Have you ever been excited to see someone else?
How do people act when they are excited (smile, hug, wave, jump up and down)?
Choose one or more of the following activities:
 Make a donkey. Use a paper towel roll or wrapping paper roll as a neck. Trace the child’s
feet (or a grown-up’s) to make the shape of a donkey’s head - the heel is the donkey’s nose.
Draw ears and add facial features (nostrils, eyes) on each foot. Cut out the feet shapes to
form both sides of the donkey’s head. The child can do as much of the cutting, drawing, and
colouring as they are able. Place the paper towel tube as the neck between the two sides of
the donkey’s head and tape them to it.
 Make a leaf of a palm tree on paper. Colour it. (Copy the palm branch below or make your
own)
 Act out the story of Jesus coming into the city on a donkey with people excitedly waving
palm branches or laying down clothing (or blankets) for the donkey to walk on. [We
recognize in these Covid times that it will be a very small parade - but it could still be loud]

Story:
In the Bible there is a story about when Jesus decided that he needed to go to
Jerusalem - which was a long way away. There weren't any airplanes or trains or cars or
motorcycles or even tricycles. If people wanted to go to a far away place, they usually
walked. Sometimes they rode on the back of an animal - like a horse or a camel or a
donkey. Usually when a king rode into a city they rode on a fancy animal like a beautiful
horse. Jesus didn’t want people to think he was a king or a ruler with power over them.
Jesus wanted to walk with the people showing them God’s love and peace for the world.
The people in Jerusalem were having a celebration called Passover, a special holiday with
good food, to remember Moses and the Exodus story. Jesus asked some of his friends to
find a simple donkey he could borrow to ride into Jerusalem. The people were excited to
meet Jesus because they heard stories about him and his work of healing and teaching of
God’s love for everyone. Many people gathered and excitedly formed a parade. Some
people laid their coats on the ground for the donkey to walk on and some people waved
branches from palm trees yelling, “Hosanna.”
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Sunday School at Home

Jesus Goes to Jerusalem

MARCH 28, 2021

Sharing our Bible Story for Today
We know today’s story is important because we can find it in all 4 gospels. We have provided one
retelling of the story. You could also find it in your Bible at home or online.
(Matthew 21:1-11, 14-16 or Mark 11:1-11 or Luke 19:28-40 or John 12:12-19)
Jesus said and did many unexpected things! He often surprised people with his teachings and his actions.
Today’s story includes a lot of questions! What kind of leader is Jesus? What does it mean to live in
God’s way of peace?
Have you ever been part of a parade or a big group of excited people? Before you read the story imagine
the sights, sounds, smells, and feelings people might experience.
Watch for this new one word prayer in today’s story. Hosanna (God save us now) is a good prayer for
humans, and a good prayer for the earth.
Jesus Goes to Jerusalem (found at the end of this documetn
Copied with permission from The Family Story Bible, Ralph Milton and Wood Lake Books.
Thinking and Talking about the Story
I wonder how Jesus felt when he realized some of the people expected him to be a fighting leader not a
peaceful leader?
I wonder how people felt when they saw Jesus come into their city in a peaceful way?
What are some of the ways you can solve problems in a peaceful way rather than by fighting?
I wonder if it is harder to follow a way of peace or a way of fighting?
Jesus always worked with a team. His team was called the disciples! If we want to follow Jesus in the
way of peace, we can find other people to be on our team too!
Think of an adult or adults and some other children and youth, in your family, at your church, at school,
who are learning to live in God’s way of peace. How can you work together to make your home and
community peaceful places to live and learn and play.
Putting the Story into Action
1)Sometimes we call this day Palm Sunday, and it begins a week we sometimes call Holy Week, and it
leads us to Easter Sunday. We can start to get ready for Easter by planting a little garden today! Here are
the instructions. If you don’t have the supplies call your church!

Planting a Resurrection Garden
Plant your resurrection garden the weekend before Easter, on or around Palm Sunday. Choose a shallow
container and fill with soil. Sprinkle the oats (wheat or barley would also work well) on the soil, spacing
the kernels about a finger width apart. Press the kernels gently into the soil and cover with a thin layer of
soil, about 1-2 cm. Keep the soil moist (but not soggy wet!) and place in a sunny location.
Watch for signs of new life!

2)PRAYING: Hosanna is one prayer in today’s story. Jesus often took time to pray. You may have
received a pocket prayer from Carman United Church. We hope it will remind you that we can talk to
God when we are happy or sad and when we see other people or places that are happy or sad or hurting.
We can ask God to help us be peacemakers like Jesus. Did you know that pretzels were first made by
people who wanted to teach children how to pray? Think of the way a pretzel crisscrosses and imagine
folding your arms to pray, like a pretzel! We call that a pretzel prayer – just one more way to pray and
talk to God! You might enjoy making pretzels (recipe is posted on our websites) together this week!

3)Make your own palm branches from recycled newspaper. Simply lay out the newspaper pages from
end to end and tape them together. Then roll it up at a diagonal, starting from one corner, and pack it into
a compact tube. Use tape to keep the tube intact . Use the scissors to cut vertical lines half way down
the newspaper tube. (Or look on the internet for lots of other options!)

4) Spend time outdoors and “Take a Sacred Pause”. Many people find peace in the beauty of the natural
world. And spring is a great time to enjoy the change of seasons and all the promises of new life right
outside our door! What signs of spring and new life do you see when you are outside this week?

5) Have fun singing the song (and making up some great actions!) “I’ve got peace like a river” (you can
find it online or in Voices United # 577)

6) Do you have a question about the story? Send us an email and we will respond! We love questions –
the harder the better! And I still haven’t received any questions!

7) Did you explore this week’s story in another way – by acting it out or drawing pictures or some other
creative idea, or by doing some research and learning about a justice issue that matters to you? We

encourage you to share what you are learning with your church family! We miss being together in
person!

Carman United Church and St. Andrew’s United Church families - to share your responses to this week’s
story visit Carman United Church Face Book page or email the church office
Karen.mcgill@crossroadsunited.com. Visit www.crossroadsunited.com and see Sunday School At Home
to view previous lessons and stuff people are sharing.

Immanuel United Church families –If you are willing to have your art shown before or during worship,
please ask your grown-ups to take/help you take a picture of your drawings and send the picture(s) to Ha
Na to be shared before or during the service on Sunday.

Praying at Home
May the God of hope go with us everyday,
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
Praying, let us work for peace,
singing, share our joy with all,
working for a world that’s new,
faithful when we hear Christ’s call.
(424 in Voices United)
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PLEASE NOTE – this coming week is Holy Week and includes Good Friday
and then next Sunday we will celebrate Easter. We have some special
activities to suggest for this week and for Easter but you will want to
check on our church website to make sure you have the recipe
ingredients and the Easter egg craft supplies.

