
November, 2019 Newsletter 

Immanuel United Church 

Advent Worship at Immanuel 2019 

Pre-Advent Potluck Dinner 
Saturday, Nov 30th, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Child and family-friendly. 
(Please sign up on the bulletin board inside the sanctuary.)  

 
Our Advent season begins with a Pre-Advent Potluck Dinner. 

Have you incorporated spiritual journaling in your life? 
Even if you write/draw only periodically,  

for discerning, for remembering,  
for asking the right questions, for searching for the right answers,  

for looking for God’s guidance, for finding peace,  
the benefit of writing down what you pray for and are grateful for 

goes a long way towards nourishing growth. 
Join us at our Pre-Advent Dinner for friendship and food,  

meditation, music and worship,  
and make your own mini spiritual journal. 

We will dedicate a portion of time during worship to spiritual journaling  
through four Advent Sunday services.  

Ready to hold a pen, pencils or pencil crayons? 

 

The Schedule of  
Advent and Christmas Eve Worship: 

 WONDERS 
 

Sunday, December 1st at 11:00 a.m.  
Advent One Worship - Beauty  

Sacrament of Communion  
 

Sunday, December 8th at 11:00 a.m.  
Advent Two Worship - Friends  

Amnesty International Write for Rights  
 

Sunday, December 15th at 11:00 a.m. 
Advent Three Worship - Kindness  

 
The Longest Night Service  

with candle-lighting 
Wednesday, December 18th, 7:00 p.m.  

Inviting everyone who would look for quiet 
contemplation in the busy season, 

 and those for whom Christmas can be a 
difficult time doe to loss and grief. 

 
Sunday, December 22nd at 11:00 a.m. 

Advent Four Worship - Family  
 

Tuesday, December 24th - Christmas Eve 
Worship  

7:00 p.m., Family worship  
Carols and Lessons  

 
 
 

All of our Advent and Christmas Eve services  
will include special seasonal music offered by  

Eileen Metcalfe, Peter Fyne and the Choir 
 

 

 



*********************************************************************************** 

Advent message from the Minister 
 
So, what I do I mean by “spiritual journaling”? (Please see the Pre-Advent Potluck Dinner 
announcement on the first page of this month’s Newsletter!)  
 
Rather than sharing my personal history of spiritual journaling, I would like to introduce to you 
the book Embers: One Ojibway’s Meditations by Richard Wagamese. This book beautifully 
describes the process of spiritual journalling and what that means. Even if you worry about 
getting lost in the words and feel like Wagamese’s writing is too high a challenge to live up to, 
do not give up. I know personally the benefit of spiritual journaling - or simply, “writing down 
what’s on your mind” – and I might be able to assist you writing during worship. I think what 
inspires us to write is the desire to record a part of your life in a personal, visible way. The 
very activity/practice of opening yourself up to the blank paper (to yourself, to your God) and 
moving your hands through the words you are writing is therapeutic. It creates new links and 
lines and narratives, and you begin to see where the light is. It is like the light from the Sun 
coming through the windows and brightening your living room. Or like putting a glass of 
muddy water gently on the kitchen table, and letting it stand, so it becomes clear. You can 
see the encircling glass, and the delicate, soft light shining through the water! 
  

  
 
From Embers: One Ojibway’s Meditations, Richard Wagamese  
 

MORNINGS HAVE BECOME my table. At dawn each day, I creep from my bedroom 
down the hall to the kitchen, where I set my tea to brew and then move to the living 
room to wait. In the immaculate silence, I watch the world unfurl from shadow. I listen 
to the sounds of birds, the wind along the eaves, the creak of floorboards and joists 
and rafters in this small house I call my home. When the tea is ready, I cradle the cup 
in my palms and inhale the scent of lavender. I place the cup on the living room table. 
Then I rise to retrieve the bundle that holds the sacred articles of my ceremonial life. I 
open it and remove my smudging bowl, my eagle wing fan, my rattle and the four 
sacred medicines of my people—sage, sweet grass, tobacco and cedar. I put small 
pinches of each together in the smudging bowl, which I set upon the table. I close my 
eyes and breathe for a few moments. Then I light the medicines, using a wooden 
match, and waft the smoke around and over my head and heart and body with the 
eagle wing fan. When I am finished, I set the fan on the table, too. 

 
There are certain spiritually oriented books I read from each morning. I lift the books 
from the couch beside me and read from them in turn. Then I place the books on the 
table as well. I close my eyes and consider what the readings have to tell me that day. 



When I’m ready, I settle deeper into the burgeoning pool of quietude, and when I feel 
calm and centred and at peace, I say a prayer of gratitude for all the blessings that are 
present in my life. I ask to be guided through the day with the memory of this sacred 
time, this prayer, the smell of these medicines in the air, and the peace and calm in my 
heart. I pick up the role Creator has asked me to play in this reality. The small 
meditations in this book come from my early mornings at that living room table. Later, 
at the desk in my writing space, I write the meditations as they come to me, before 
turning to the writing that is my life and passion and career. A meditation doesn’t come 
every morning. Sometimes one doesn’t arrive for days. But when my connection to 
those things on the table has been strongest, when I have been joined to those things 
completely, the meditations rise unbidden and form themselves on the page almost as 
if I were taking dictation. I believe they have been conjured in me. Everything I have 
come to know and rely upon as centring, spiritual, real and valid has its place on that 
table in my living room. The table is like my life: dented, scarred, battered and worn, 
but rich and full nonetheless, and singing its histories. In that way, mornings 
themselves have become my table. Enveloped in Ojibway ceremony, protocol and 
ritual, ringed by strong words on faith, love, resilience, mindfulness and calm, I reclaim 
myself each morning. I walk out into the world in a position of balance, ready to do 
what Creator asks of me that day. 

 
The author of Embers, Richard Wagamese, tells us to WRITE SPONTANEOUSLY EVERY 
DAY for fifteen minutes. 

 

WRITE SPONTANEOUSLY EVERY day for fifteen minutes.  
 
First, get settled. Breathe. Big, deep, full breaths, taken slowly. Clear your mind of 
words. Be wordless. Then, open your eyes and write whatever comes out of you, and 
keep writing without taking your hands from the paper or the keyboard for fifteen 
minutes. Don’t worry about punctuation or spelling. Just write. Every day. Fifteen 
minutes. Regardless. Watch what happens to your level of craft when you work on a 
project. Why? Because stories live in our bodies and we need to feel our fingers 
moving in the process of creation every day. Your hands are your interpretive tools. 
They bring your spirit out in words and language. 

 
Let’s talk more!  
          write 
  

                         

Beginners’ Tips for Writing a Spiritual Journal 
  

Writing in a spiritual journal is a form of prayer for me. What am I praying for? What am I most 
grateful for? Struggling to find the right word, writing out something and realizing the depth 
and at times anguish in an experience, discerning back and forth a decision, recording special 
quotes, verses and inspiration, notes from retreats and conferences, and just plain talking 
with God fills the pages for me. Write out what you are observing, hearing, tasting, reading, 
dreaming, risking. Pay attention and record your daily life. Just write. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#WRITEFORRIGHTS ON DECEMBER 8 

Every year around International Human Rights Day on December 10, hundreds of thousands of 
people around the world send a letter or e-mail on behalf of someone they’ve never met.  

Our messages help convince government officials to release people imprisoned for expressing their 
opinion (called “prisoners of conscience” by Amnesty), stop the use of torture, commute death 
sentences and end other human rights abuses 

Our letters do make a difference.  The following are message is from a person we have helped in past 
Write for Rights events. 

I started receiving some letters from Amnesty International members. It was the first 

flicker of light in my dark days. I truly believed Amnesty International will do all it can 

for my release. Only after my release, I was amazed to know the magnitude of Amnesty 

International’s work for my release. I felt privileged to be part of the global letter writing 

campaign in 2013-2014. All those activities are beyond my wildest imagination. 

Dr Tun Aung, 2013 Write for Rights Case 

 

This year’s ten cases are all Youth human rights defenders 

“Young people are a leading force for change in our communities, from calling out climate 

injustice to calling for women’s rights, from tackling homelessness to exposing police 

brutality. Amnesty International has chosen to focus all of this year’s Write for Rights 

cases on young people under the age of 25 leading the way for human rights.” .....Amnesty 

International. 

 

Please join our Write for Rights event after worship on Sunday December 8th, 2019. We will have this 

year’s case studies, a few prewritten letters and writing materials available.   We are asking for 

donations for the postage.   

If you have any questions or need further information please contact Karen Turk or Marg Smith. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

********************************************************* 

Mission & Service 

At this time of year there are a lot of organizations vying for our donations. Toy Mountain comes to 
mind and the shoebox program is another. What if we could do better! What if we could go bigger! 
Much bigger! What if we could provide food for hungry children, a roof over their head, a job for their 
Mom or Dad, warm clothing for the winter or a well to get clean drinking water..... 
 
Well we can! The United Church of Canada supports Mission & Service programs that will support 
ministries and programs in Canada and around the world. Mission & Service supports global partners 
on urgent issues that impact people’s daily lives, including food and water security, health, education, 
human rights, peace and justice initiatives and programs that respond to humanitarian crises. Mission 
& Service supports ministries that heal, reconcile, advocate, provide housing, employment training, 
mental health treatment and pastoral care to Canadian’s living on the margins and much much more. 
Please consider a Mission & Service Fund has seen a gift this season. A gift that will make a difference 
in somebody’s life. Give with confidence that your gift will go where intended and be used to make 
that difference! Thank You.     
Respectfully by Judy Gierys Mission & Service representative for Immanuel 

 

On behalf of the volunteers, we want to thank the congregation for donating to World Food 

Day.  We were able to share the donation with St. Matthews Maryland Community Church.  

Your continued support helps 20 local families.  Current need is for feminine hygiene 

products, canned fruit and vegetables.  Food bank items are listed in the church bulletin. 

A Room with a View 

The office continues to be busy and I always look forward to seeing and hearing from 

people.  As the holiday season approaches, I look forward to spending time with my 

family and friends.  Wishing all of you a peaceful, joyous Christmas and best wishes for 

the New Year!      Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Finance Team Report 

Here is an update of our financial picture as of October 31, 2019 compared to the same time last year. 

  October 2018  October 2019  Difference 

Income $47,077.35  $47,410.32  Up $332.97   

Expenses $50,262.68  $57,422.40  Up $7,159.72 

Deficit   -$3185.33  -$10,012.08  Up $6826.75 

Our income is up slightly over the same time last year.  The good news is that our envelope givings are 

up $297.26 over last year.  However, our expenses have gone up over $7000.00 from last year.  

Expenses in all categories except Clusters are higher than last year.   

Our givings to M&S are up $175.00 over last year. 

We are very grateful to all who are able to contribute financially to the church.  Many thanks to those 

who continue to contribute even when they are unable to attend.   

   

Offering Envelopes for 2020 are ready for pick up in the Amen Corner.  Thanks you to those who have 

already picked theirs up.  If you have not yet done so, please pick up yours.   Please contact a member 

of the Finance Team if you want envelopes or you want only 12 envelopes or if you have enough 

envelopes on hand to last for the next year.   Remember, you don’t need official envelopes to make a 

donation.  A plain envelope with your name and/or envelope number along with clear direction as to 

where you want to designate your gift is all that is required.  There are also blank envelopes in the Amen 

Corner, if you ever need one.     

As we are nearing the end of the calendar year, it is time to think about Income Tax (shudder).  

Donations that you want included in your 2019 Charitable Tax Receipt need to be received by December 

31, 2019.  We hope to do our last bank deposit of 2019 after our worship service on December 29, 

2019.  Income Tax Receipts for 2019 will be issued in January 2020.   

If you have any questions regarding the Church’s Finances or your givings, please contact a member of 

the Finance Team.  

Yours in Faithful Stewardship 

Your Finance Team:  Pat Schulz, Connie Kryschuk, Debbie Bilous  

 

 



Sharing Sunday 

for Christmas – formerly White Gift 

 

November 24
th

   2019 

 

This United Church Tradition  brings an annual Advent  

opportunity to prepare the way for Christmas and reach out 

to our community. 
 

  Gifts to bring:   money – use your envelope number 

    non perishable food items 

    infant supplies 

    children gifts and clothing (unwrapped) 

    hygiene products 
 

  Recipients:        LITE (inner city employment) 

  (as we are able)  Winnipeg Harvest 

    Interfaith Immigration (refugee support) 

    One Just City (Stella and other ministries) 

    Mission and Service (global outreach) 

    Agape Table (breakfast & lunch programs) 
 

  Volunteers:  bring various gifts 

    children to present gifts at offering 

    helpers to sort and pack 

    drivers to deliver gifts 

  Inquiries:    Lynne Strome 

 



No Supper-Fowl Supper  

Here we are in November and what is that one thing that was missing from October?  

We had Thanksgiving, we had Halloween, we had a snowstorm ....... I know what was 

missing -  The Fowl Supper!  For many, the loss of the fowl supper was bittersweet.  

People are missing the fellowship and the outreach to the community and the fun of 

working together.  People are not missing the sore feet and fatigue from the hard 

work.  For the members of your Finance Team, it also means the loss of the $4500 that 

the Fowl Supper raised every year.   So we are asking, if you are able,  that you consider 

making a financial gift to the church that would be the equivalent of what you would 

have spent for tickets, the cost of your ingredients for your pies or other donations.  If 

you mark it Fowl Supper on your envelope, we will put it into our Shortfall Fund and 

apply it against our anticipated deficit at the end of our fiscal year.    This way, we have 

a Fowl Supper without the work and without the Fowl.  We can have a No Supper – 

Fowl Supper! 

 



FOWL SUPPER MEMORIES 
 

Buy a ticket so you can eat 
Sell to others to share the treat 
Bake some pies for  dessert so sweet 
There's  lots that you can do! 
 
Set up the hall on  Friday night 
Make every detail be just right 
To welcome friends and neighbours bite 
Into our tasty feast! 
 
We need dressing for precooked birds 
Check the list out – spread the words: 
Buns, pickles, did I say pies? 
And cool whip for that sweet surprise. 
 
Carvers,   servers – of all sorts 
Yes, share the work with your cohorts 
Meet and greet and sweat and smile 
You're doing good and it's worthwhile! 
 
For clean up time we need some muscle 
And people who can really hustle 
To change our hall back into church 
So please don't leave us in the lurch. 
 
 
See, everyone can lend a hand 
In some way,   and it will be grand 
To know when all is said and done 
Everyone had lots of fun! 
 
 
Buy tickets,  sign up  - see    AMEN 
Come on -  let's do it all again! 
October twenty two's the date 
From 4 to 7 – I can't wait! 
 



 
What words describe Immanuel’s Fowl Supper? 
 
Words come to mind like hospitality, community, wonderful smells, hard work, fun, 
meeting old friends, meeting new friends, fundraiser, turkeys, pies, fellowship, 
intergenerational.  I am sure you could add a few words of your own. 
 
Well, according to Joyce Smyth, the first fowl supper was on October 24th, 1964.  Tickets 
for adults were $1.25 and children under 12 were 50 cents. 
Last year on October 29th, we served our last fowl supper.  Tickets for adults were 
$15.00 and children under 7 were free, children 8 to 14 were $8.00. 
 
 
That is a lot of years and a lot of turkey so the worship cluster thought we should share 
some stories to acknowledge this history of fellowship and community outreach. Thank 
you for sharing some stories.  We got so many memories, we have combined some 
familiar stories and paraphrased others. 
 
I remember when I first started coming to the suppers back in the eighties, I felt quite 
overwhelmed.  First, by cooking and mashing 10 lbs of potatoes.  These were bulk 
potatoes in those days, from someone's farm, I believe.  They sure were not the nearly 
perfect shaped and sized bag one buys today.  In recent years I, and many others, did 15 
pounds, or more.  But that first time took so much time to do I was nearly late for my 
job serving tables! 
 
And there was Chris Smith wearing a lovely blouse, skirt with pump heels to match, in 
her full body apron, big smile, pushing an old shopping cart – where did that come 
from? Chris organized the table servers and service.  She ran the loaded cart of dirty 
dishes and cutlery back to the kitchen and ran back with clean supplies.  You know the 
hymn we sing – She Flies On – that was Chris.  AND, where did the clean supplies come 
from?  Why they came from the kitchen elves – the magical crew that DID EVERYTHING 



without a dishwasher, without microwaves, but with more heart and soul than one 
could ever fathom. Just ask Marlene McNabb, I hear she did many years hard labour in 
there with the carvers, cookers, food warmers, re-fillers, coffee and tea makers etc., etc.  
For the first several years I did not go into the hallowed ground of the kitchen but, 
remained awestruck, just the same.  In fact, there were, I have on good authority,” 
secret workers”.  They were everywhere – most unsuspecting eaters or even workers 
never did find out how it all got done. 
In later years, I joined the clean up gang.  Now that was also an intrepid group, 
exhausted and exhilarated all at once, the clean up crew was for those able bodied 
ones who were so over tired they simply couldn’t stop. 
 
 
Eileen Metcalfe searched out her mother's journal which kept track of daily events.  
Listen to this: 
 
Emily Dale wrote on Nov.7th, 1970: Worked 2 - 10 pm at church "Big Crowd"
                                     Nov. 6th, 1971: Wesley Fowl Supper (Church's 15th Anniversary) 
made $625
                                     Nov. 1, 1975: Cooked turkey and 30 lbs potatoes. Big crowd - 850
                                     Oct. 29th, 1977: Cooked 24 lb turkey, 13 lbs potatoes, fed 900 
people, made $1700
                                     Oct 30th, 1982: Served over 1000, ran out of food, made $3200
 Eileen adds: Austin Dale from 1989 to 1996 picked up 4 to 8 take-out dinners for an 
annual dinner party at their house. Mum could no longer cook large meals but the Fowl 
Supper allowed them to host a family get together for their siblings, (including a couple 
from Dryden, ON) something they loved to do, and, of course, the food was delicious!
 
The Fowl Supper was always a great event to get the whole family involved. Over the 
years, Paul, Scott and Brent coat-checked, washed/dried dishes, refilled food serving 
trays, helped with clean-up, and, 10 year old Paul entertained the upstairs waiting 
crowd with magic tricks!
This was a trip down memory lane for me to bring out those old diaries and hunt 
through them, so something wonderful has already happened for me with this project.  
 
Joyce Smyth remembers the year they served 900 people.  They ran out of turkey and 
went to the Shop Easy on Watt to get some ham.  Jellied salads were popular in the 60’s 
and we had a great variety. There was no stove top stuffing, all homemade.  Henry and 
Ollie Weizel worked on a wooden shredder to make the coleslaw.       

 



Muriel Kenyon remembers buying fresh turkeys until one year they arrived plucked but 
not cleaned.  Do you think it was on Ralph Donnelly’s job description, minister at the 
time, to clean turkeys? Good thing he was a country boy with experience.  Three 
women who had done this before also cleaned turkeys.  After that, turkeys were 
ordered frozen. 
 
How many phantom jobs were carefully and secretly done?  When Stan Patton resigned 
after coordinating the Fowl Supper for many years, it was discovered the night of the 
dinner the bathrooms needed to be cleaned.  Turns out, Chris Smith had quietly 
cleaned them every year. 
 
Before we did take outs, Barry MacKay, quietly delivered a dinner (with white meat 
only) to Anna Blazeiko.  Anna had cut pies for years but later became house bound. 
   Who remembers Glady Boner? Who knew she made extra trays of dressing so we 
wouldn't run out. 
  How many years did Anita Smiley manage to keep all the food hot as the stove 
manager, without microwaves? 
  Who were our guests over the years? They were our friends, family, the 
neighbourhood and more. Bob and Muriel remember their special friends Joseph and 
Mary Kaziuk coming every year for many years. After their death, their daughter and 
son-in-law, Gloria and John drove in from Pinawa to attend every year to keep up the 
tradition. Another friend Stella Rebling also came every year to keep her Dad's 
tradition. Both were present again last year. 
 
 
Do you remember: When both rooms upstairs were full of guests and with a line up 
outside? Johnny Turk our gracious long time number caller welcomed, calmed, teased 
our guests. 
 The wedding reception we served, at an especially set up area in the downstairs 
lounge? Who remembers the bride and groom? 
When we had to borrow chairs? 
 .  
Betty Patton remembers the year the Amen corner was so beautifully decorated with 
vegetables and bales of Hay.  That was the last year they used bales as they had found 
mice in the hay. 
 
 
 
 



For the last 23 years, Alison Fryza was the coordinator. 
Here are some of her memories: 
One year the turkeys were ordered from Safeway as usual.  Wednesday, I called to 
confirm a time to pick up and they didn’t have the order, NO turkeys. 
Muriel and Bob Kenyon and Nancy Sanders – got a group together and travelled from 
Safeway to Safeway on Friday to get 25 Turkeys to get to people in time to cook for 
Saturday.  One was under cooked so Connie took it home to cook while the supper 
continued – a nightmare, few people knew about, but it had a happy ending. 
 
There was the year we ran out of turkey and 7 people were unhappy. 
 
In 2016, the health department said no more home cooked turkeys and we had to find 
a licensed caterer to supply and cook and deliver the turkeys per standards.  Alison 
found Tailgaters.  Then Joan MacDonald's cousin told us how to make huge volumes of 
stuffing and that is when the stuffing bee was born! 
 
In 2017, Chicken Chef Ryan, nephew of Bob and Ellen Hamlin, heard we were having 
trouble getting the gravy supply figured out and he came to the church and made and  
donated all the gravy for the last two years. 
Biggest fellowship event of the year – 112 people were needed to pull it off and some 
were doing double duty.   
 
Alison made a list of every job: 
Friday Set up people  
Pie bakers, food suppliers – ticket sellers and buyers 
Sat morning helpers, cutters, kitchen hands, tea and coffee makers, runners carvers, 
Kitchen workers – parking attendant ticket takers, coat check, chefs, servers, take out 
service. 
Clean up crew   
And announcement makers.  Some of the most creative announcements came at fowl 
supper time.   
When the time came in 2009 when we needed younger legs to serve and do coat 
check, the girl guides from the community came to help out.  They were always so 
excited to get a piece of pie. 

While I was chair ... the fancy amen decorating was done by Wayne & Ember Benson. 
Marlene McNabb has been on the stove for decades. She was there when I started. 
 

 



Story of the chairs from Marlene Hanson.

Do you remember the year(s) of the renovations? The stage was removed, offices 
made, the worship Centre was built. But the F. S. Must go on! 

Where would we store the wooden chairs? Jim Hanson organized taking them to Sally 
and Fred Smith huge machinery garage in the country and returning them for the F.S.

 
Richard Sawchuk's stories: 
 
After the first couple years of bedlam, where all guests were coming and going on their own, 
hanging up their own coats and then digging them out of piles of other coats, we re-arranged 
the entrance and exit process.  So to deal with that we set up an entrance to get people to go 
upstairs while they waited, then down the back stairs to eat, then out the door when they 
were finished. We also set up a coat-checking system and asked the Sunday School kids to look 
after it. They’ve done a great job over the years. 
 

Most of the jobs at one time were split according to gender. Men did the chefing, carving, 
calling of numbers, setting up and taking down, delivery of turkeys. Women did the serving at 
tables, kitchen-work, organizing the pies, coffee & tea, etc. 
 
 Another interesting fact is that we regularly got 800 to 900 guests in an evening, and we had 
enough volunteers to set up 3 shifts of workers. (Those were the days my friend, we thought 
they’d never end, and we could sing and dance the whole night through). 
 

Connie Kryschuk’s Story- the first and last fowl supper 

After being invited by Willie Wardekker to come to Immanuel, I came to church for the very 
best of reasons, free babysitting.  I listened to inspiring fowl supper announcements and 
decided to cook a turkey and bring 3 dozen buns.  Arriving at the fowl supper, I asked ‘where 
do the homemade buns go’?  They told me they go in the kitchen.  On my way out, another 
person delivering buns was directed to the front. I thought it odd but carried on. 

Now time to deliver the turkey.  I was 7 ½ months pregnant with a toddler in tow. I drove to the 
church, parked as close as possible.  I wasn’t blocking the lane but it was tight. I was hoping to 
be forgiven.  I followed a lady in with her husband carrying the turkey. She was carrying a large 
tray of stuffing.  After she dropped off the stuffing, she said she would be back with the gravy.  
STUFFING, GRAVY?  They weren’t on the sign up sheet. I was so embarrassed, I took my 
daughter and exited the building, avoiding eye contact with everyone.  Then I flooded my car 
so needed to wait for it to start. So we went back in, waited in line and enjoyed a delicious 
meal. 



I was sure I would ever be asked again as my buns weren’t good enough to serve and I didn’t 
make stuffing or gravy. 

I think the buns were enjoyed in the kitchen and later I learned that other people didn’t know 
about making stuffing and gravy the first time they cooked a turkey. 

I have participated in most fowl suppers since 1984. I said my last one because I was sure they 
wouldn’t ask for my help again. If I only knew then what I know now, I would have saved myself 
some angst. 

Ian Donnelly’s Story: 

When they decided to put in a coat check, Terry Patton and I were given the responsibility.  
First time, it was a wintery day so everyone was wearing a coat. We arranged the coats in an 
orderly fashion with numbered pieces of paper… for about 45 minutes.  A man arrived with a 
hat and coat. We hadn’t factored in accessories so we just put the hat somewhere to worry 
about later.  No extra coat racks so we decided to lay the coats on the floor in the room behind 
the hymn books. It started out orderly and morphed into a tall pile of coats. We felt really bad 
about the fur coats.  Then the people wanted their coats back.  The first few managed to find 
their stuff easily but the later people had to go back into the room and hunt for their own 
coats in the tall pile. 

After that first debacle, you think we would have been fired.  Instead, I was put on coat check 
duty for the next 30 years.  I eventually got it right, worked with Glen Smyth to train lots of 
youth and Sunday school kids.  From my perspective, we had a lot of fun working together. 

 

Finally, I don’t know when it started but the Sunday after the Fowl Supper became PIE Sunday.  
Technically, that would be today.  As a way of celebration and a recognition of a many years of 
a wonderful community event, there will be pie.  Judy Gierys, and some clandestine bakers 
have baked some pies.  As you eat your pie and drink coffee/tea during fellowship time after 
worship, take some time to share your stories of the Fowl Supper and enjoy some fowl supper 
pictures.  Immamuel’s Fowl Supper was truly a team effort so lets all take a collective bow for a 
job well done. 

 
 

  



 
Appetizer Share Fair 

Saturday, November 23
rd

 

2-4 pm 

 

Immanuel United Church 

755 Golspie Street 

 
Bring an Appetizer to share,  

Enjoy samples & How-to Demos 

‘Tis the Season 

Silver Collection 

 

STAFF 

Ha Na Park, Minister 

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

Jim Goldrup, Caretaker 

Eileen Metcalfe, Choir Director 

Peter Fyne, Organist 

Aisha Tahir, Sunday School Director 


