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This summer at Immanuel, our worship life will take a new and different shape. Rather than gathering on 

Sunday mornings at11:00, and only through the month of August, we will gather for simple Vesper 

Services on Tuesday evenings at 7:30, and meet continuously throughout July and August. 
 

In recent years, our attendance at Sunday worship during the month of August has markedly decreased. 

People able to get away to cottages or on holidays over the weekends have reported feeling disconnected 

with the Immanuel community, but at the same time have not wanted to disrupt plans made with family 

and friends for important rejuvenating times that also have the character of Sabbath. 
 

Recognizing this dilemma, which so many are experiencing, and also looking to try something new that 

will add meaning to our worship life at Immanuel, we have decided to try Tuesday evening Vesper 

Services. The word “Vesper” comes from the Latin and Greek word for “Evening Prayer,” and, in its origin, 

has a connection to “Venus,” the Evening Star. Some of you may recall evening Vespers at summer camps, 

or in other settings. Our summer Vesper services will follow a simple order of service, with song, prayer, 

silence and time for reflection. One of the wonderful things about Vespers is the opportunity they afford 

us to use some of the lovely evening hymns, new and old, that exist in our tradition. For the month of July 

while Nancy is on holiday, worship leadership will be drawn from among the members of the 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=planet+venus+in+night+sky&hl=en&biw=1600&bih=669&tbm=isch&tbnid=m0OUpenYgKJnnM:&imgrefurl=http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/04/100401-mercury-venus-planets-conjunction-april/&docid=Q14DHD0RbWgROM&imgurl=http://images.nationalgeographic.com/wpf/media-live/photos/000/179/cache/venus-mercury-sky-show_17904_600x450.jpg&w=600&h=396&ei=QOGcUYa5GInEyQHE_oHIDA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:25,s:0,i:161&iact=rc&dur=1685&page=2&tbnh=182&tbnw=276&start=18&ndsp=24&tx=160&ty=5
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congregation. Our Vesper services also will be portable: if the weather is very warm on some evenings, 

making the sanctuary an uncomfortable worship venue, we’ll gather in the air conditioned meeting room 

upstairs. 
 

On some of the Tuesdays, there may be an invitation to come early for a singsong, or for a brief time of 

study. Every Tuesday, there will be an invitation to sit awhile afterwards and catch up with friends you 

might otherwise not see through the summer. And then there’s the possibility that interested newcomers 

might stop by to see what these Vespers are about, and we might make some new friends! Also, think 

about inviting your neighbours, friends and family to come with you to a Vesper service. If you don`t feel 

quite right without participating in Sunday morning worship, you will be made welcome at one of our 

neighbouring United Church congregations. Their Sunday worship times are listed below. So mark 

Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. on your calendars for July and August, and come find yourself in Immanuel’s 

Worship to Raise the Evening Star! 

 

Gordon King Memorial United Church, 127 Coburn Ave.—10:30 a.m. 

John Black Memorial United Church, 898 Henderson Hwy.—10:30 a.m. 

North Kildonan United Church, 174 Pentland St.—10:00 a.m. 

Grey Street United Church, 651 Sandhurst Ave.—10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 
SUMMER DROP-IN: 

 

During July and August, you are invited 

to drop in for a visit and an opportunity to catch up 

with other Immanuel folks 

on TUESDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 A.M. 

in the upstairs lounge. 

Thanks to the Tuesday Morning Study Group 

for initiating and hosting this gathering. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach asks you to take a Minute for Mission 

Serving Meals Across Canada 
Reprinted from We Saw We Did, UCC Minutes for Mission 

 

Every day many Canadians experience hunger.  Through the Mission and Service 

fund, the United Church of Canada works across the country to provide food, 

friendship and hope. 

 

Gallons of soup, hundreds of sandwiches, and bundles of blankets: feeding and 

warming people living on the streets is a primary concern of United Church 

community and social justice ministries across Canada.  From Jimmy Prat 

Memorial Outreach Centre in St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador, to First 

United Church Mission Outreach in Vancouver, British Columbia, these ministries 

work tirelessly to provide for those who cannot provide for themselves. 

 

In St. John's, Halifax, Toronto,Winnipeg, Vancouver, and many cities and towns 

across Canada, the problem is the same: people find themselves hungry for food 

and community because of the terrible life-harming realities of poverty and 

inequality. 

 

Community and social justice ministries of the United Church work to break down 

systems of injustice and create communities of compassion and justice.  Across 

Canada the response to these problems takes many forms: responding to immediate 

needs for food and shelter, challenging the systemic injustices that cause poverty 

and inequality, providing advocacy for those of us trying to make our way through 

institutional and legal mazes, and creating spaces of belonging and care. 
 

The kitchens of our community and social justice ministries provide hot meals, 

warm places to eat and fellowship in safe environments.  Your mission and service 

contributions support these ministries. 

Every gift to the church's mission and service is used wisely and helps transform 

lives.  Please continue to give generously. 

A Room with a View 

The office continues to be busy and I always look forward to seeing and hearing from people.  As 

things start winding down I would like to wish you all a great summer! 

In the month of June I will be working Thursday mornings, June 6th, 13th and 20th, returning to 

my regular schedule on Tuesday, September 3rd. 

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remembering 

I’m at the age when forgetting seems to be easier than remembering.  When you 

forget younger people say to you, “Oh don’t worry about it; I forget things, too.”  

They want to make you feel better.  It doesn’t help much, but you have to be 

grateful for their care. 

When you’re reminded, you remember things you had forgotten.  This past week 

Norah loaned me a book “Native Poetry in Canada”.  The first poems in it are by 

Chief Dan George, whose writings and sayings were familiar to me forty years ago.  

There are poems also by Emma Larocque, who teaches at the University of 

Manitoba, and whom (I think) I met once.  One of her poems begins “How did 

they get so sick?  How did we get so poor?”  I hadn’t forgotten Emma LaRocque, 

but I hadn’t thought of her for a long time.  You may not have remembered that 

there are fine native poems because you never knew.  If you don’t read poetry 

because it seems obscure, try native poetry.  I like it because I can understand it 

(mostly), and it takes me to the heart of how many native people see and feel 

about things.  

“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble 

come, and the years draw near when you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”.  

You wouldn’t expect me not to say something about scripture, would you?  This 

quote from Ecclesiastes 12:1 is one (I think) I had to memorize in Sunday School.  

It didn’t mean as much to me then as it does now, even when remembering is 

harder.  I need to be reminded.  That’s one reason I go to worship every week.  

Thanks to Nancy and to all of you for helping me to remember. 

Doug McMurtry 

 

 

 



Winnipeg Harvest Food Bank 

This is a follow up to the annual report, where I outlined Immanuel’s 

involvement as we celebrate our 10th year with Winnipeg Harvest.  A little 

background information.  Winnipeg Harvest was started in Winnipeg in 1985.  

Lee Newton, a gal in her 30’s was channel surfing.  In 1983 she watched a 

documentary “City Harvest; a Food Rescue Program” in New York City.  She 

talked about it for weeks and finally one of her brothers (who was probably 

tired of hearing her going on and on) said “Why don’t you do something about 

it?”  Newton enlisted some friends and spent more than a year researching 

potential sources of surplus food.  On July 1st, 1985 (her 33rd birthday), they 

opened Winnipeg Harvest in a small warehouse with six volunteers and a beat 

up old truck.  In its first year of operation non- profit distributed 200,000 

pounds of food.  Fast forward to 2011, a huge addition was added to the 

Winnipeg Harvest Warehouses on Winnipeg Avenue where surplus food is 

distributed to food banks across the city.  

When Immanuel Food Bank started 10 years ago our own Dick Korman picked 

up our food in his van.  In 1985 those involved had a 5 year plan to end the 

need for food banks.  In 2012 Harvest collected 10.5 million lbs of food which 

served 49,000 persons each month.  Now in 2013 64,000 persons of whom 

50% are children receive help.  At Immanuel we have 14 children from our 20 

client base ranging in age from newborns to teenagers.  Harvest supplies food 

banks thoughout the province.   

Lee Newton who started it all back in 1985 has retired from volunteering.  She 

served on the Harvest Board as President for many years.  David Northcott, 

Harvest Executive Director said, “The saddest thing about Newton’s departure 

is that the food bank is still around to say goodbye 28 years later.  It is one 

thing to lose somebody with her compassion for low-income issues, but that it 

is also sad that we are still here”.  We originally had a 5 year plan and then we 

are done but the need is still there.  Thank you for all your help.            

 Joyce Smyth  

 


