
November, 2016 Newsletter 

Immanuel United Church 

GETTING THE MESSAGE:      
       

ADVENT WORSHIP AT IMMANUEL 2016 
 

Our Advent season begins 
with the Pre-Advent Potluck Dinner 
Saturday, November 26, from 5 to 7 

(Please sign up on the bulletin board inside the sanctuary.) 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

All of our Advent and Christmas Eve services will include special seasonal music 
offered by Eileen Metcalfe, Peter Fyne and the Choir. 

During Advent, the stories of the season will be told by our Luke Project Storytellers. 
 

Sunday, November 27 at 11 a.m. 

Advent One Worship: Recognizing the Messenger 
Luke’s Story of the Angel Gabriel’s Visit to Zechariah 

Lighting of the First Advent Candle 
Sacrament of Communion 

 

Sunday, December 4 at 11 a.m. 

Advent Two Worship: Welcoming the Messenger 
Luke’s Story of the Angel Gabriel’s Visit to Mary 

White Gift Sunday and Amnesty International Write for Rights 
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 

 

Sunday, December 11 at 11 a.m. 

Advent Three Worship: Hearing the Messenger 
Luke’s Story of Mary and Elizabeth, and Mary’s Singing of The Magnificat 

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 
 

Sunday, December 18 at 11 a.m. 

Advent Four Worship: Becoming the Messenger 
Luke’s Story of the Birth of John the Baptist, and Zechariah’s Song 

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle 
 

Saturday, December 24 
 

 7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

9:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
Although Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year, 

we will not be holding a worship service on Christmas morning. 
Sunday worship will resume on New Year’s Day at 11 a.m. 



Getting the Message 
 

Repent 
Repent 
Hell bent? 
Repent 
Heaven sent? 
Repent 
From Advent to Lent 
This is the main event 
Repenti 

 

These are the words of the homeless man/prophet/John the Baptist figure who is the sole character 

in Ins Choi’s one-man play Subway Stations of the Cross. He appears to be delirious. Possibly 

psychotic. Or perhaps a disconcerting kind of sane. I haven’t seen the play, but when I open the 

intentionally confusing, beautifully illustrated, oddly appealing accordion-pleated script of the play—

which reads through in one direction then must be flipped back-to-front before the rest of the story 

is revealed—I wish I had. The foldout book stretches well beyond my arms’ reach, and sketched upon 

it in red and black ink is a Toronto subway car, with various exhausted and sleeping and bored and 

despairing passengers, apparently unconnected with one another and oblivious to one another’s 

pain, making their underground way across a nighttime city made silent by the click-clacking of 

wheel on track. I hear it as I read. 
 

A baby in a manger 
Maybe a bit stranger 

Maybe a baby in a manger in danger 
Stranger still 

For this baby in a manger 
Will be of great danger 

To those sitting on their hills 
Eating their fills 

With their Jacks and their Jills 
Til they’re ill in their bellies and their tills fill with bills 

Because this baby in a manger 
Is a changer 

He’s a rearranger 
From the comic microscopic 

To the cosmic telescopic 
Chronically kaleidoscopic 

Chronologically myopic 
Canonically Coptic 

What’s my topic? 
 

I was given a copy of this brilliant play last Christmas, as a gift, and I was reminded of it (another gift) 

as I prepared for this Advent season. Ron Metcalfe lent me a CD of Toronto’s Soulpepper Theatre 

Christmas concert, held last year. Ron and Eileen’s son Paul played the saxophone at the concert. And 

Ins Choi, whose Subway Stations of the Cross had had four sold-out runs at Soulpepper, performed 

one of the poems from the play,  A Baby in a Manger. There’s more to it than I’ve quoted above. Much 

more to it. Including more words. 



What’s my topic? the John the Baptist character in the play asks, seemingly having lost his train of 

thought. But the question challenges us to sort through what appears to be (and is) trauma-induced 

babbling, and retrieve from it a topic—a message. 
 

God is calling you to move 
To be moved 
By those removed 
From society’s grooves 
Those in danger 
Those who’ve suffered loss 
Those for whom Jesus moved from the manger to the cross 

 

This Advent season, we struggle to retrieve a topic—to make out a message—to hear and retain a 

divine counter-narrative to the bombastic deluge of arrogant and hateful words that have made their 

way into public discourse since the advent of Donald J. Trump on the U.S. political stage. Permission 

now has been given for the unleashing of pent-up hatred, and “those removed from society’s 

grooves/those in danger/those who’ve suffered loss/those for whom Jesus moved from the manger 

to the cross” now find themselves in the crosshairs. 
 

God is calling 
God is calling you 
God is calling for you 
God is falling for you 
It’s appalling how much God is stalling for you 
Hauling 
Mauling 
Crawling 
Clawing to get in your view 
To get to you  
To get you 
To 
Dance 

 

What is the prophet’s topic? What is the message struggling toward us in this Advent season? What 

word is clawing to get in our view? What is God trying to get us to do? What is the divine dance into 

which we’re being wooed? 
 

During the Advent season this year, we’ll work at retrieving the prophet’s topic—at getting the 

message, and, once we begin to get it, we’ll work at ourselves becoming messengers of the holy 

counter-narrative that we trust will indeed claw its way into our view. 
 

Peace to you this Christmas. Peace to all for whom Jesus moved from the manger to the cross. Peace 

to God’s beloved and precious world. Amen. 

 

Nancy 

_________________________________________ 
1 With thanks to Ins Choi, for his brilliant reflections in Subway Stations of the Cross, copyright 2015, Harper Collins 
Canada. Thanks also to Ron Metcalfe, who thought I might find meaning and inspiration in Ins Choi’s poem. I did. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

White Gift 

December 4th  

 

This United Church Tradition  brings an annual 

advent    

 

opportunity to prepare the way for Christmas and 

reach out 

 

to our community. 

 

Your Donations might include: 
     money 
     dry goods 
     holiday cookies,chocolates/treats 
     personal hygiene products 
     baby food 
     diapers especially larger sizes 
     gifts for children  

(see St Matthews Maryland list) 
     blankets, mitts, hats, scarves 

 
Your Donations will be shared with: 
     Winnipeg Harvest 
     North End Stella Community Ministry 
     Raymond Flett Memorial UC feast 
     LITE (inner city employment opportunities) 
     Agape Table  

(inner city kids breakfast/family hot lunch) 
     Interfaith Immigration (refugee needs) 
     Canadian Food Grains Bank  

(global farming) 
 
Please bring, as you are able,  Sunday December 4th to share with our 
neighbours the abundance and joy in our lives. 
 
Lynne Strome is happy to answer any questions. 
 
ps   If you can help set up before service and, or, pack up after thanks a 



WE ARE CALLED TO BE THE CHURCH 

We are called to be the church, and how do we do that?   There are as many ways as we are individuals.  The 

United Church of Canada Mission and Service Fund can accommodate nearly every way possible: 

- Global Mission and Service  

- Community and Justice Work 

- Theological Education and Ministry Work 

- Faith Formation 

- Support to Local Ministries 

- Conference Leadership 

At this phase of our lives, we, at Immanuel,  may have less time and energy but still want, faithfully, to 

participate.   

When you contribute regularly to M & S by your financial offerings: “Every day you make a difference in 

someone's life.  Because you are generous with your hope and with your giving, the United Church of Canada 

is able to carry the presence of God with love and hope into the world.”  (UCCM&S at a glance 2016) 

In times of emergency or disaster, M & S also operates a special fund to work with an established network 

throughout the world.  You may note your “supra gift for emergency relief” as extra help for mission and 

service using your envelope number, as well. 

Our world is increasingly in need of our deliberate, faithful help, please support M & S as best you are able.  

Should you have any questions or concerns,  Lynne Strome is the representative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Room with a View 

The office continues to be busy and I always look forward to 

seeing and hearing from people.     

As the holiday season approaches, I look forward to spending time 
with my family and friends.   

Wishing all of you a peaceful, joyous Christmas and best wishes for 
the New Year! 

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

Just Christmas 

MANY THANKS  to everyone who supported the “Just” 

Christmas event here on November 6th.  For the cookies, for 

attending and for your interest in the many worthwhile 

projects that the vendors support.  This is the highlight for 

them.  The leftover cookies have been taken to Rossbrook 

House and the Outreach ministries.  They also say thank you. 

Muriel Kenyon, on behalf of the committee from the 

neighbouring United Churches. 



 

 

 

Finance Team Report 

 
Here is an update of our financial picture as of October 31, 2016 compared to the same time last year. 

   October 2015  October 2016 

Income   $47,899.69  $52,907.86 

Expenses  $57,897.20  $57,426.42 

Deficit   $9,997.51  $4,518.56 

Our current deficit is over $5400 less than it was at the same time last year.  While our expenses have remained 

relatively stable, our income has increased by over $5000 which has greatly helped in lowering the deficit.  This increase 

in income is due to your generous giving to Local on your envelopes.  Many thanks. 

Your donations to the Mission and Service fund are also up slightly with a total of $10,718.34 being sent to the national 

church for their work across Canada and the world.   

The Fowl Supper was very successful again this year and raised $5,132.05 to date.  Many thanks to everyone who 

contributed to this success. 

Giving Envelopes will be distributed in November.  Please pick up yours.   Please contact a member of the Finance Team 

if you want envelopes or if there is a problem with your envelopes.   Remember, you don’t need official envelopes to 

make a donation.  A plain envelope with your name and or envelope number along with clear direction as to where you 

want to designate your gift is all that is required.  There are blank envelopes in the Amen Corner, if you ever need one.     

Income Tax Receipts for 2016 will be issued in January 2017.  To ensure that your receipt includes all your 2016 

donations, please ensure your donations are received prior to December 30, 2016.  Our last bank deposit of 2016 will be 

done on Friday December 30, 2016. 

Yours in Faithful Stewardship 

Your Finance Team:  Pat Schulz, Connie Kryschuk, Debbie Bilous 

********************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wish list 2016 

Northend Stella Community Ministry 

 

1. Cooking/baking supplies- flour, baking powder, oil, coffee, tea bags, whitener, 
sugar, cake mix, cookie mix or recipes, salt & pepper, Kraft dinner, pizza 
sauces, any nonperishable items, etc. 

2. Canned fruit, canned soups, soup mixes (chicken noodle, tomato soup) etc. 
3. Personal hygiene items for women - shampoos, body wash, lotions, tooth 

brushes and pastes, hair brushes, socks, underwear, pads, panty liners, etc. 
4. Picture frames, art work pictures, candles & holders. 
5. Dollarama Stuff for draws- coffee mugs, bandages, place mats, cups, storage 

containers, mitts, hair accessories, jewelry for girls, toys, male body wash, 
stuff for men for their sons, grandsons.  Gifts for young children (boys & girls). 

Thank you for all your donations.  Most of these women have grandchildren and 

great grandchildren and can’t really afford to buy Christmas gifts, so when we 

have draws for door prizes for participants they really appreciate a little bit of 

help to give a gift to their gran babies. THANK YOU! 

Rev. Connie Budd, North End Stella Community Ministry. God Bless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amnesty Write for Rights 

On  December 4, 2016, we are holding our annual Amnesty International Write for Rights letter 

writing event.   Each year around December 10th, International Human Rights Day, people from 

around the world come together to write letters calling for the protection and promotion of 

human rights. Amnesty supporters in 140 countries wrote more than 3.5 Million messages in 

2015. Your words protected people and communities around the globe whose Human Rights are 

under attack.  Please join us after worship on December 4, 2016 where we will have available,  

information on the urgent cases highlighted for 2016,  writing materials and sample letters. If 

you have any questions please contact Karen Turk or Marg Smith.  



Faith Formation and Life Long Learning Cluster 
 
 

Sunday School: 
This fall, the children’s learning has focused on a passage from 
Isaiah passage from Isaiah, often referred to as “the peaceable 
kingdom”: 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 
den.  
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain…  (Isaiah 11:1-10) 

 

 

Through this lens, we have also followed the narrative lectionary passages being used in congregational 
worship, talking about the creation story, the garden, God’s promises to Abraham and Sarah, the Exodus 
story… We prepared flatbread for communion - making the connection with Passover and the Exodus story. 
We talked about the story of a widow and her son who were running out of food when Elijah asked her to make 
him a meal, and learned that when we share, there is enough for all. We integrated our learning by making 
biscuits to share with the congregation. We reflected on how, when things happen that take our world away 
from being a peaceable kingdom, it is our responsibility to help restore that vision – and we made toolkits and 
identified tools we have to help fix our world. We realized that sometimes our approach needs to be  “Let’s talk” 
and sometimes it needs to be “Less talk” and we talked about the importance of friendship 
 

As we move into Advent, the children will be reflecting on advent themes with the congregation.   
 

Adult Learning: 
The men’s study group and the Tuesday and Wednesday women’s study groups continue to meet regularly 
and to reflect on significant issues of faith and involvement in world. 
 

Twenty-six people responded to the invitation to spend time throughout the Advent season, exploring a book 
called Songs for the Waiting: devotions inspired by the hymns of Advent. Some folks will be reflecting at home; 
others will participate in a gathering after worship each Sunday in Advent. 
 

          Ann Naylor, Guiding Elder 
 

The Immanuel Storytellers Are Back! 
  

As we have been learning in recent years, the biblical Gospels were written, not to be 
read from a page, but to be performed publicly, as part of worship in community 
gatherings, or as entertainment in the town square. At the time when the Gospels first 
were written down, the vast majority of the people were unable to read. There was no 
printing press or other method of mass dissemination of books or other 

writings. So when the Gospels were written down, it was for the purposes of performance. 
 

This year, the Narrative Lectionary is prescribing the Gospel of Luke, to be presented in worship 
beginning in Advent. The Worship Cluster decided to follow up last year’s Mark Project with The Luke 
Project, and issued a call for storytellers to tell, rather than read, the stories in worship during Advent 
and Lent in this coming church year. 

 

On Wednesday, November 9th, several storytellers gathered at a workshop to begin their preparation for 
telling Luke’s stories. During Advent, you will hear four of them tell stories from the opening chapters of 
Luke’s Gospel. Many thanks to our storytellers, who are taking the risk of learning and sharing the stories, 
in order that we all might hear gospel in a new way. 



STAFF 

Nancy Sanders, Minister 

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

Jim Goldrup, Caretaker 

Eileen Metcalfe, Choir Director 

Peter Fyne, Organist 

J. Douglas McMurtry, Minister Emeritus 

William Hickerson, Minister Emeritus 

                                                           
 


