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The View from the Office Window 
 

The 2010 Manual of The United Church of Canada says that Church structures should be designed to 

liberate and to enable the people of God to exercise their ministry in building up the body of Christ through 

worship, reconciliation, evangelism and outreach, service, and the seeking of justice (Section 103). It was 

the goal of the Visioning Committee and the former Immanuel Board that our new governance structure 

would liberate and enable the people of God at Immanuel to exercise their respective and collective 

ministries with new energy and replenished hope. We’ve only just got started working with this new 

structure, and of course we must be open to evaluating its effectiveness as time goes on. At this still-

early date in the life of the new structure, thanks are due to Spirit of Life who persists in accompanying 

us on this journey, because already there are signs of new life and commitment in the congregation. 
 

One of the “experts” in the field of church development and redevelopment says that, from time to time, 

ministers need figuratively to climb up to the church balcony, to get a broader perspective on the 

congregation’s life. Well, we don’t have a balcony at Immanuel, but we do have an office with a window 

that affords a pretty good view of things. Here are some (and only some—not nearly all) of the things I’ve 

seen from the window beside Sharon’s desk: 
 

• Guiding Elders meeting with one another and making contact with the folks involved in the work 

in their Mission Clusters, making plans, developing new initiatives and taking time prayerfully to 

consider how their Clusters’ work serves the mission of the congregation. 

• Council Elders engaging in in-depth theological reflection as they meet to share a sense of the 

congregation’s state of being and to delve into the business of dreaming about the potential that 

may long have been buried in the field affectionately known as “The Back 40”. 

• Folks who’ve always been the “doers” around Immanuel, willing to carry on with their various 

ministries within the new structure, just doing the jobs that need doing. A renewed commitment 

to consultation with everyone affected by new initiatives or ideas. 

• Creative and thoughtful worship led by Immanuel’s Harvest Group as it celebrates ten years of 

ministry at Immanuel, and the River Elm volunteers heading back to school and once again 

having their criminal records checks and Child Abuse Registry checks done—a sign that they’ve 

been at this work in the community for awhile now! 

• The children back and running down the ramp as Sunday School gets rolling for another term! 

• Congregation members continuing to make contact and visiting with beloved members of the 

congregation who no longer are able to attend worship. 

• Lots of well-organized busyness, the expenditure of a huge amount of elbow grease, and much 

good-natured banter as folks have been tidying and cleaning the whole building in preparation 

for the Fowl Supper (not to mention some very creative announcements in Sunday worship!). 



• Along with the ongoing study in the Tuesday, Wednesday Night and Men’s Study Groups, about 

15 people signing up for the study group on A New New Testament. (I’ve also noticed that I finally 

have some time freed up to lead a study!) 

• Some concern about the state of church finances, yet a strong commitment to organizing our 

stewardship efforts and to remaining calm and hopeful as we move into the future together. 
 

I’m happy to report that the view from the office window is a hopeful one these days! See you at worship 

(or Study Group, or the Fowl Supper, or Advent Planning, or the Retirees’ Luncheon, or . . . ) 
 

Nancy Sanders, Minister 

******************************************** 

Immanuel Worship Matters 

Brought to you by your Guiding Elders for Worship: Lynne Strome, Leslie Donnelly 
______________ 

 

 

Advent Planning at Immanuel 

Saturday, November 2, 2013  9:30-1:30 
 

 
 

The literal definition of worship is “the work of the people.” Our worship life is so much the richer for the 

involvement of congregational members in its planning and leadership. On Saturday, November 2, those 

who are interested in planning for the 2013 Advent season will gather to begin that work. If you would 

like to be part of it, please consider yourself invited. We’ll meet from 9:30 to 1:30, and a light lunch will 

be served at noon. We would appreciate your signing up on the sheet in the Amen corner, so we can 

ensure that there’s enough food for everyone. 

 

Summer Vespers at Immanuel 

This past summer at Immanuel, we tried a different worship format. Rather than meeting on Sunday 

mornings in the sanctuary, we met on Tuesday evenings, upstairs in the classroom (recently dubbed “The 

Meeting Place”). Instead of holding worship services in August only, we held them throughout July and 

August, with lay people taking responsibility for their planning and leadership in July. Our hope in doing 

this was that folks might feel freer to be away on the summer weekends, and, at the same time, might 

experience evening worship and sing some of the lovely evening hymns that we no longer get many 

chances to sing. Also, it was our hope that the vesper format would allow us to explore our spirituality in 

a more intimate setting.  On a more practical level, we thought that the air conditioning in The Meeting 

Place might add a level of physical comfort while we worshipped. The Minister and the Guiding Elders for 

the Worship Mission Cluster would like to hear the congregation’s response to the summer vesper 

format. Some questions are provided on the adjoining page, and completed pages can be left on the table 

in the Amen corner, or handed in at the office. Additional comments may be attached to this form. Thank 

you for your help with evaluating this initiative at Immanuel!  

 



Evaluation of the 2013 Summer Vesper Format 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Did you attend Summer Vespers at Immanuel? Once? More than 

once? 

If you attended more than once, what 

made you come back for more? 

Did you lead one or more of the services? 

If so, how was the experience for you? 

Any words of affirmation to offer the worship 

leaders? Did the Tuesday night services make possible your 

attending more frequently? Less frequently? Or would 

you have been at worship (or away from it) regardless of 

the day and time? 

 

Any concerns about the content? 

The format? If you did not attend Tuesday night services, but 

would have been there on Sunday mornings, what 

kept you away? (Scheduling, accessibility issues, 

discomfort with the format, other . . . ) 

 

Considering the needs of the whole congregation, 

should we do it again next year? 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A Room with a View 

After having a very enjoyable summer I 

am happy to be back.  The office 

continues to be busy and I always look 

forward to seeing and hearing from 

people.   

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

 

River Elm Breakfast Program 

The breakfast program at River Elm 

School is now entering its fourth year.   

Thank you to those who have financially 

supported such a worthwhile project and 

to the volunteers who faithfully turn up 

every Monday and Wednesday morning. 

Should the need for more funds arise we 

will let you know. 

Immanuel helps feed between 35-55 

children every Monday and Wednesday 

mornings. 

Breakfast Volunteers are: 

Marlene McNabb 

Matilda Feakes 

Connie Kryschuk 

Muriel Kenyon 

Diane Letwin 

Martha & Richard Sawchuk 

Nancy Sanders 

 

We are pleased to be welcoming Ruth 

Campbell this year. 

Respectfully submitted by Joan Borton 

and Linda Gibson 

Faith Formation and Lifelong Learning 
 
The Guiding Elders for this area are Ann Naylor and 
Jane Nicholls.  Sunday School has begun, with Crystal 
Gross teaching a four week block on Friendship.  Jane 
Nicholls will teach the next block, beginning after 
Thanksgiving.  There was a meeting held on Sunday 
October 6, to discuss plans for our Sunday School 
and youth for the year.  More details to follow! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jane Nicholls 

White Gift Sunday 

Sunday, December 1
st

 

 

You are invited to participate by bringing gifts of: 
 

Foods:  high protein baby food, tinned fish, beans, dry goods, juices, 

whole grain cereals, cookies, coffee, etc. 

Gifts – unwrapped – for children up to early teens (especially boys) and 

layettes 

Money – to be shared among the organizations we support  

Speaking in Public Worship 
 

On Sunday, November 3, from 12:30 to 1:30, we will hold a workshop on Speaking in 

Public Worship. All who read or speak in our worship services at Immanuel (including 

making announcements), or who think they might like to try reading or speaking, are 

invited and encouraged to attend. This workshop will offer some practical training in 

using the microphones, projecting voices, etc., and will provide participants with 

opportunities for trying things out.  

 



 
Fowl Supper 

 

Saturday, October 26, 2013 
4:00 to 7:00 pm 

 
$15.00 per person 

$8.00/children 14 years of age and under 
Children age 7 and under 

 
$40.00/Family 

Includes 2 Adults with children (under 14 years of age) 
 

Immanuel United Church 
755 Golspie Street 

669-0220 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finance Report 

Retirees Luncheon 

Tuesday, November 19, 2013 

Noon – 2pm 

 

 

Entertainment:  Clarence Asham~An amazing accordion player and pianist 

with a wide musical repertoire 

Hope you can come! 



As of May 1st, 2013, the finance committee consisting of six people has been replaced by a finance team of three – 

Debbie Bilous, Pat Schulz and Connie Kryschuk.   

 

Many thanks to everyone who volunteered to count offering.  In the past, three to four people have done the count.  

This year, we have scheduled just two people per week – a member of the team plus one volunteer.  It may take a little 

longer each week, but each volunteer will be counting only 5-6 times a year.  Plus, the team members will have more 

free time to help in other areas. 

At our annual meeting in May, we reported that our annual operational deficit for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2013 

was $20, 405.74 which was covered by funds from our Congregational Events, Shortfall and Memorial Life and Work 

funds.  We also projected an operational deficit of $23,811.00 for this church year.   

We feel it is important that the congregation be kept aware of the state of our financial position.  As of the end of 

August, our current operational deficit is $8100.00.  Last year at the same time, we were in a $2000.00 deficit position.  

This large increase in our deficit level so early in the year is very concerning. 

We are all stewards of Immanuel and your Finance team is asking everyone to consider if there is anything you are able 

to do to assist in reducing our deficit.  This can include making sure that your offerings are up to date or making an 

additional offering to Local on your envelopes. 

We will continue to keep you posted on our financial position. 

Your Finance Team 

Connie Kryschuk, Debbie Bilous, Pat Schulz  

 
 

 

" JUST" CHRISTMAS 

 DEC 1st, 1:30-3:30 PM   

North Kildonan United Church, 174 Pentland Street 
 
This is the 6th annual event organized by the six United Churches in this corner of the city;  Gordon-King/Grey 

Street/Immanuel/John Black/North Kildonan/Transcona. 

 
This annual event is organized to: 

1) Support groups working to respond to local and global needs. 
2) Give people the opportunity to shop differently at Christmas. 

 
Mark your calendars to come and shop for a wide variety of gift items.  Watch for more information coming up in the 

November newsletter. 

 

 

 



Staff 

     Nancy Sanders, Minister 

Sharon Vandenberg, Office Administrator 

Jim Goldrup, Caretaker 

Eileen Metcalfe, Choir Director 

Peter Fyne, Organist 

J. Douglas McMurtry, Minister Emeritus 

William Hickerson, Minister Emeritus 
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